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„ HERE being many excellent Pieces publiſbd of late 

againſt the Methodiſts, as thoſe eſpecially by Bifbop 
Gibſon, Doctor Stebbing, Trapp, Church, Mr. Downes, 
and by the Author of the Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and 
Papiſts compared ; it may perhaps ſeem impertinent and 
unneceſſary to offer any Thing further to the Public on this 
Occaſion. But the chief Aim and Defipn of theſe excellent 
Authors hath been to expoſe the Enthuſiaſm of the Metho- 
diſt Preachers, and the many Extravagancies in Doctrine 
and Practice, which they have incultated upon their Hearers, 
together with their Agreement in theſe Reſpetts with the 
vileſt Heyeticks among the Antients, and the moſt raving 
Fanatics among the Moderns. And indeed they have ac- 
quitted themſelves in this Cauſe, with the greateſt Strength 
of Reaſon, and the moſt unanſwerable Convittions. But 
yet there ſeems to me Io be ſomething further wanting in 
relation to this Controverſy, and that is to ſlate clearly and 
exatily the true Notion of Self-denial, as it is ſet forth 10 
us in the Goſpel ; and to ſhew how far we are cb liged by 
the Laws of Chriſt to diſcard the Riches and to renounce 
the Pleaſures of this Life; and This eſpecially as the 
Methodiſt Preachers have run into a very great Extreme 
in this Particular (a). And the Auſterities required by 
them they imagine to have a ftrong Foundation in the Letter of 
the ſacred Text itſelf, which enjons us not only to deny our- 
ſelves, but alſo to take up our Croſs daily and follow Chriſt, 
Luke ix. 23. And ſince the beſt Writer of the Party hath, 
in a grave and ſerious Manner, without any of the Foeleries 


> and Extravagancies, uſed by many of their other Preachers 


in five or fix Chapters of a large Work, endeavoured to de- 
fend and vindicate theſe Auſterities, and labour'd the Point 
with a more than ordinary Fervency and Zeal (b). For 


2 a) See The Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſis and Papiſis compar d, Part J. 

p. 22, 31, &c, 
(5) Law on Chriſtian Perfection, Chap. III. &c, 
theſe 


. 
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(ü) 
theſe Reaſons T bumbly think that a Diſcourſe upon this 
Subject muſt be very proper and neceſſary at this Seaſon : 
And T bope it will be of ſome conſiderable Uſe and Service, 
not only by clearly proving that the Rigours and Auſterities 
fo flrickly demanded by bur new Preachers are without any 
juſt Ground and Foundation, but alſo by expoſing the preat 
Folly and infinite Danger of too many Perſons in this Na- 
tion, who are fatally gone into the other Extreme, and 
who give themſelves up almoſt wholly to an idle and diſ- 
folute Life and a continual Courſe of worldly Pleaſure and 
Diver/ion, without any ſerious Thought of their Condition, 
and many times to the utter Neglect of the neceſſary and im- 
portant Duties of Religion, without which there can be no 
Salvation; and I hope the Meaneſs of this Performance 
will engage ſome Perſon to undertake it who is of preater 
Abilities. And provided there be any Diſcourſe of this 
Nature publiſhed, cubich may fully anſwer the Ends above- 
mentioned, by freting many of their Superſtition and En- 
thufiaſm, and eftabliſhing others in the Praftice of true 
and unfeigned Piety and Religion, by whomſoever it ſhall 
be ſet ferth, no one will more rejoice thereat than myſelf, 
and be ready to pay all due Houour and Reſpect to the 
Perſon who is the bappy Inſtrument of ſo great a Bleſſing 
to the Nation, as the removing of Superſtition, the edifyin 
tbe Church, and the ſaving the Souls of our Fellow Chrij- 

tians and Brethren in the great Day of the Lord Jeſus. 

1 ſhall only add, that the better to prepare the Way 
for a kind Reception of the enſuing Diſcourſe, I have 
bere prefixed a Friendly Addreſs to all ſerious Metho- 
diſts, in which 1 have fully repreſented to them their 
great Errours and Miſtakes concerning the New Birth, 
Election, &c. which are not only the fatal Means of 
drawing them into thoſe Rigours and Auſterities ſo juſtly 
cenſured in the ſaid Diſcourſe ; but are moreover of tbe 
moſt miſchievous Effet? and Conſequence to them in this pre- 
fent Life as well as that which is to come, and therefore 
deſerve to be more largely conſidered, 
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Friendly and Compaſſionate 


ADDRESS 


To all pious and well diſpoſed Perſons among the 
METHODISTS. 


Dear Fellow Chriſtians aud Brethren : 


HSA EFORE I offer the following Addreſs 
to you, I earneſtly intreat you to believe, 

& B £ * it PR nn no — Motive than 
Ta hearty and ſincere Regard to your true 
k 1 and an Endeavour to convince 
you of ſome fatal and dangerous Errors into which 
you are unhappily fallen, and which may be of perni- 
cious Conſequence to you both in this Life and the next. 
For this Reaſon I apply myſelf only to ſuch of you 
who are ſcrious and well diſpoſed : For as to thoſe who 
devote themſelves blindly and implicitly to the Conduct 
and Direction of ſuch Teachers who pretend to an im- 
mediate Inſpiration from God, and intimate Converſa- 
tion with him, and whoſe powerful Preaching hath ſuch 
a wonderful Effect upon their Hearers as not only to 
fill their Minds with the utmoſt Horror and Conſu- 
ſion, but alſo to cauſe them to fall directly upon the 
Ground in dreadful Shrickings and Groanings, Trem- 
blings and Convulſions, and to lie there for ſome Time 
B | as. 


(2) | 
as if they were dead, till they are recovered by their 

Prayers and Endeavours (4), I would not be ſuppoſed 
do apply myſelf to them; for I really look upon all this 
to be ſuch a Scenary of Enthuſiaſm and Impoſture as 
deſerves the utmoſt Abhorrence of all good Men, and 
cannot poſlibly be received and encouraged by any Per- 
ſons who are not utterly deſtitute of common Senſe and 
Reaſon. And to endeavour the Conviction of Perſons 
who are thus infatuated by Reaſoning and Argumenta- 
tion, would be as vain and idle an Attempt as to read 
a Lecture of Philoſophy to thoſe who are in Bedlam: 
With ſuch Perſons as theſe. I would not deſire to be any 
farther concerned than to pray earneſtly to God to reſtore 
them to their right Senſes and Underſtanding. Burt as 
for ſuch of you who are ſerious and devoutly diſpoſed, 
and tho* you do now and then communicate with the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, in the public Prayers and Sacra- 
ment, yet very frequently give up yourſelves to the 
Direction of theſe new Teachers, upon the Pretence 
of better Edification, the more effectually eſcaping the 
Pollutions and Defilements of a wicked World, and 
the attaining to a greater Certainty and Security of your 
eternal Salvation z I humbly beg leave to offer ſome 
few Things to your ſerious Conſideration, in hopes that 
by the Grace of God you will be convinced of ſome 
fatal and dangerous Errors to which you are expoſed 
by your new Inſtructions. And, 

Firſt, Concerning your Notion of the New Birth, 
that it is wrought inſtantaneouſly in your Minds by 
the powerful Operation of the Divine Spirit, and of 
which you have a ſenſible Feeling and Perception (e}. 
This Notion is of. very miſchievous Effect and Conſe- 
quence, as it naturally tends to check all Endeavours 
towards the Amendment and Reformation of Sinners, 
and 


—_— —ü— — 


(4) See Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts compared, Part III. 
pag. 23 10 28, pag. 32, Oc. pag. 166, 175. 

(e) Vid. the ſame, Part I. pag. 41. Dr. Stelbing*s Sermon 
cn the New Birth, pag. 7, 8. 


=> 


(3) 
and their Progreſs and Improvement in Chriſtian Virtue, 

But now, that we may ſpeak more fully to the Point it- 

felf, we will conſider the New Birth, or in other Words 

_ the Regeneration and Converfion of Sinners, under theſe 
4 two Heads and Diſtinctions: Firſt, With regard to the 
Regeneration of Chriſtians at their Baptiſm; and, 
fecondly, With reſpect to the Converſion of thoſe who 
after they are baptized fall into the Commiſſion of Sin, 
and by the Grace of God are recovered to Repentance 
and Newneſs of Life. And, firff, Let us conſider the 
New Birth with regard to the Baptiſmal Regeneration. 
Now, when any Perſons were duly baptized into the 
Church, there is no doubt but that all their Sins were 
immediately forgiven, and a new Principle of Piety and 
Virtue directly inſtill'd into their Minds by the Grace 
of God's Holy Spirit: Thus faith the Apoſtle, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts ii, 38. See alſo Chap. xxii. 16. 
Titus iii. 5 . And ſome of the antient Fathers have 
given to us ſuch wonderful Accounts of this Baptiſmal 
Regeneration (g), that, if they have not in ſome degree 
exaggerated this Matter, they clearly ſhew that a very 
uncommon Meaſure and Portion of God's Grace and 
Holy Spirit was poured upon the Church in the Primi- 
tive Ages of it: And this ſo manifeſtly, that, as a 
learned Divine obſerves, the Heathens aſcribed it to the 
B 2 In- 
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dee Sherlock on Death, chap, iii, pag: 258. s 
( Da mibi irum qui fit iracundus, maledicus, effr enatus ; pa- 

c1//imis Dei verbis tam placidum quam ovem reddam. Da cupidum, 
avarum, tenacem, jam tibi eum liberalim dabo. Da libidinoſum, adul- 
terum, ganeonem, jam ſobrium, caſtum, continentem widebis, c. 
uno enum Javacro malitia omnis abolebitur. Num quis heac 
Philoſophorum. aut unguam præſtitit aut preftare poteſt ? Lactant. 
Inſtitut. lib, iii, cap. 25, 

lad Wir Tos EN & 216 pale, Y uw od £2 
7 epos, eie Ieh pwilaCanty]es ame dowre Y ex lng 
Bis sννννονννια wap SN Ine & fbr TOTS 01 q 
4 aid Y avanragicy elvis yeroueru G X490%- 
Origen. adu. Celſ. lib. i. | 
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9  - 
Influence of Magic (H). And tho? the Power of Baptiſ- 
mal Regeneration in thoſe Times was doubtleſs very ex- 
traordinary, yet we know very well from the Diſcipline 
of the Primitive. Church, that Perſons were ordinarily 
under a long Courſe of Preparation for Baptiſm before 
they were thought worthy to obtain the Effects of that 
Divine Inſtitution. But, how great ſoever might be the 
Influence of Baptiſmal Regeneration in the Primitive 
Times, yet it is certain, that, in the ordinary and ſettled 
State of the Church, the Caſe of thoſe who fall into 
Sins after Baptiſm, and eſpecially ſuch who have been 
Jong ſubject to the Power of bad Habits, is very diffe- 
rent: Such Perſons muſt not expect to be recovered 
again to Repentance, and to attain to the Habits of 
Holineſs and Virtue, but after much Labour and Pains 
taken with themſelves in the Exerciſe of Repentance. 
And, na es he to the latter kind of Sinners here 
mentioned, the Prophet Jeremy hath ſpoken very 
ſeverely concerning the great Difficulty of their Repen- 
tance: Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leopard 
bis Spots ? then may ye alſo do good that are accuſtomed 
40 do evil; chap. xiii. 23, Not that the Prophet means 
that it is impoſlible for the greateſt Sinners to repent ; 
but it is uſual in Scripture to expreſs Things which are 
very difficult by Terms taken from Things that are 
impoſſible (i), as is evident from innumerable Paſ- 
ſages which might be produced; but it may be ſuffi- 
cient to mention what our Saviour expreſſes concerning 
the Difficulty of a rich Man's entering into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, Mat. xix. 24. and St. Paul of regaining thoſe 
to the Chriſtian Profeſſion who had apoſtatized there- 


from, Heb. vi. 4, Cc. In both which Places the — 


— a 


. (+) Seot's Chriſtian Life, 8vo. vol. III. p. 80. 
(i) Sic Arift. Impoſſibils, inguit, dicitur, aut quod omnins fiert 
nam potefl, aut non facile, nec cito nec bene. Sic Euriſconfult im- 
peſſibile vocant, quod juxta communem legem aut uſum fieri non 
poteſt, etiam ſi privilegio Principis fieri queat, Sic in moribus im- 
#/bile dicitur quod »/um communim egreditur; Ribera in Hebr. 
vi. 4. a | 


. 
of the one into the Kingdom of Heaven, and the renew · 
ing the others to Repentance, are repreſented to be im- 
ble; tho“ the Expreſſion in neither of the Places 
ſignifieth any more than a great Difficulty. Now tho? 
there is no doubt but that, in regard to the ordinary 
Stare and Condition of Chriſtians, the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit under the Goſpel is much more powerful 
than under the Law; yet I can never think that God, 
who is no Reſpecter of Perſons, dealt fo bad with 
his peculiar People in the great Affair of their Repen- 
tance and Converſion, that what may now be done by 
a ſingle inflantaneous Touch of the Holy Spirit was by 
them almoſt impoſſible to be accompliſhed, tho? with 
their utmoſt Care and Endeavours. Neither are your 
own Teachers conſiſtent with themſelves in this Matter: 
For, at the fame Time that they ſo earneſtly contend 
for the Inſtantaneous Operation of the Holy Spirit in 
the New Birth, they yet allow of themſelves as well as 
others, that they frequently relapſe into Sin, and un- 
dergo many and great Combats with Satan, fall into 
bitter Agonies and Deſertions, and are ſubject to ſevere 
Conflicts and Auſterities, before they arrive to a ſettled 
State and Perfection therein (). And the Holy 


Scriptures when ſpeaking of Regeneration repreſent it 


to us much in the fame Light. In them we are 
ſtrictly required to work and labour, Job. vi. 27, 28. 
to fight and wreſtle, and this not againſt Fleſh and 
Blood but againſt Principalities and Powers, 1 Tim. 
vi. 12, Epbeſ. vi. 12. to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate, Luke xiii, 24, with many other Paſſages which 
might eaſily be referr'd to if it were neceſſary, 
which plainly ſhew the great Pains and Labour which 
we muſt take in our Chriſtian Callings, before we can 
attain to the perfect Habits of Holineſs and Virtue ; and 

rticularly St, Peter enjoins us to grow in Grace and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 2 Pet. iii. 


18. And to ule all Diligence to make our Calling 
and 
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See Enthuſiaſm, Oc. compared, Part III. p. 281, 303. 
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and Election ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10. And, which is I think 
ſufficient to ſilence this Controverſy for ever, when 
St. Paul had, in Philip ii. 13, obſerved, that in the 
great Affair of our Salvation God worketh in us both 
0 will and to do of his good Pleaſure, he does in the 
Verſe immediately preceding expreſsly mention the 
Conditions upon which we may expect this Divine 
Aid and Aſſiſtance, viz. that we mult work out our 
own Salvation with Pear and Trembling : Of which and 
the other Places of Scripture now recited, no poſſible 
Senſe could be made if our Converſion to God were to 
be wrought only by an immediate and irreſiſtible Im- 
preſſion of the Holy Spirit upon our Minds, without 
the Concurrence of our own Endeavours, And it will 
be a vain and idle Attempt in this Caſe to invalidate 
the Force of theſe clear and plain Texts of Scripture, 
by having Recourſe to ſuch Paſſages as are manifeſtly 
figurative and metaphorical, many of which have been 
frequently alledged upon this Occaſion, But I will 
mention only one or two of the chief and principal 
of them. Thus when St. Paul ſpeaking of the Epbe- 
fans ſaith, You bath he quickened who were dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, chap. ii. 1; and in Verſe 10, We are 
Bis Workmanſpip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto goed Works; 
fome Perſons have argued that the Converſion of Sin- 
ners is immediately owing to an inſtantaneous and irre- 
ſiſtible Act of God's Grace, without any Pains and 
Diligence on their Part: Becauſe When God raiſed the 
Dead to Life again, or when he created this World, 
the dead Bodies which were raiſed did not in the leaſt 
degree contribute to the Operation of the Divine Power 
upon them: Nor did the Darkneſs on the Chaos to 
the Light which ſhined thereon. Now it would be a 
ſufficient Anſwer to this kind of Reaſoning to alledge 
that theſe Texts of Scripture muſt needs be only figu- 
rative and metaphorical, and therefore nothing can be 
juſtly inferred from them, and eſpecially in Oppoſition 
to the other Places above named, in which the Uſe of 
Mens Endeavours in the Work of Regeneration and 


Sancti ficat:on 


(7) 
Sanctification is clearly expreſs'd. For ſurely the Holy 
Scripture does not in any wiſe contradict itſelf; and if 
from the firſt of theſe Texts, where the Apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of the wretched Condition of the Epheſians as being 
under the Power and Dominion of Sin, pronounces 
them to be /piritually dead, an Argument be drawn 
from the Condition of ſuch who are dead in the natural 
Senſe; we may as well conclude from Matt. vil. 22, 
where our Bleſſed Saviour ſays, Let the Dead bury their 
Dead, that our Lord required that thoſe who were 
naturally dead ſhould perform the Office of Interrment 
for others who were in the ſame State with themſelves: 
And the Argument will hold equally in both Caſes, or 
in neither. And indeed there cannot be a greater Proof 
of any one's Ignorance in the Scripture Language than 
to ground and build Theories in Divinity. upon ſome 
few figurative and metaphorical Texts of Scripture, and 
eſpecially when they are urged in Oppoſition to ſeveral 
others which are clear and plain. For it is an efta- 
bliſhed Rule in the Interpretation of Scripture, and 
indeed of all other Writings whatſoever, uz. that 
when there are many Paſſages therein which are doubt- 


ful and obſcure, they muſt always be accommodated 


to the Senſe of and be explained by ſuch others which 
relate to the ſame Point which are evident and certain. 
This I have ſhewn at large elſewhere (/); and many 
learned Divines have ſpoken fully to the ſame Purpoſe. 
1 ſhall only call to mind the Words of an incomparable 
Critic on this Occaſion : If, ſaith be, Metaphors once 
come to be inſiſted upon and ſtrained, and Conſe- 
* quences drawn from them, and Doctrines founded, 
* and Theories built upon them, they are of very ill 
* Conſequence, and ſerve to no otherPurpoſe but to blind 
* and obſcure the plain and ſimple Notions of Thi 
and ſeduce and miſlead the Underſtandings of Men, 
and to multiply Controverſies without End (n). 


There 
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(!) Diſcourſe on the Lord's Day, p. 164. 
(m) Tillat/on, vol. III. P · 478, Ec. 
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PS. (8) 
© There is nothing farther to be obſerved upon this 
Head but that as your new Teachers have inſtructed 
you that your Regeneration is owing to an Inſtantaneous 
Act of God's Holy Spirit, ſo you have been taught to 
believe that you have a ſenſible Feeling and Experience 
thereof. This Notion hath been ſufficiently expoſed 
the learned Dr. Stebbing (n). And to uſe the Wor 
of the ſame excellent Author: * If the Scriptures affirm 
that the New Birth muſt be a ſenſible —_— of 
© the Spirit, ſhew me where it ſays ſo; or if you can- 
< not do this, why will you nd to be wiſer than 
© God (o)? Our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks in quite a dif- 
ferent manner: The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is 
born of the Spirit, John ii. 8 (p). And the Holy 
Scriptures give us no other Rule whereby we may diſ- 
cover that we are endued with the Spirit than by 


bringing forth the Fruits of the Spirit. Thus fays 


St. Paul: If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the 
Spirit. Gal. v. 23. They that are after the Spirit, do 
mind the Things of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5, And to 
ive a very clear and evident Proof 'of this Matter, 
where St. Paul ſays in Galat, vi. 15. That in Chriſt Jeſus 
neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumci/ion, 
but a New Creature (which is only another Expreſſion 
for the New Birth) (q), he tells us what is meant b 
this New Creature in the two parallel Texts; in the fir 
of which he explains the New Creature by keeping the 
Commandments of God, 1 Cor. vii. 19. And in the 
ſecond, by Faith which worketh by Love, Galat. v. 6. 
which comes exactly to the ſame Senſe as our Lord ob- 


ſerves in John xiv. 15, (See allo 1 Jobn v. 3.) And 
this 


IE 


(n) Sermon on the New Birth, p. 7, Cc. 
(e) Ibid, p. 11, 16. 
(p) Vid, Whithy in loc. 
(9) Vid. Enthuſiam of Methodiſts and Papifts compared, Part III. 


P- 280, 
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(9) 


this is the only rational Evidence that any Man can 


have that he is born of God; fince, as the Apoſtle in- 


forms us, whatſoever is born of God overcometh the 


Moerld. 1 John v. 4. And a Man cannot be under a 
greater Peluſion of the Devil, which will be of the 


moſt miſchievous Conſequence to him, than to ground 
his Regeneration and Sanctification on any other Prin- 


ciple, And it is of no Force at all in this Argument, 


that our Church declares in her Seventeenth Article, 
that the Godly fee! in tbemſelves the workin» of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, which one of your Authors hath lately ob- 
jeed to us (7): For the Word fee! in Holy Scrip- 
ture, as well as other Writings, ſignifieth any Percep- 
tion either of the Body or Mind, whether ſenſible or 
intellectual. Thus ſaith Holy Fob, the Wicked ſhall not 
feel Quietneſs in his Belly, xx. 20. 1. e. be ſhall not know 
it, faith a learned Commentator from the Hebrew (5); 
as much as to ſay, that notwithſtanding all his Pains 
and Labour he ſhall not have any true Peace and Sa- 
tisfaction in himſelf, And the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles confirmed in Habits of Sin and Wicked- 


nels, faith, they are paſt feeling, Eph. iv. 19. The 


Expreſſion is plainly figurative, and implies no more 
than, as a judicious Interpreter () renders it, who are 
inſer ſible of the Vileneſs of their Actions: Or, in other 
Words, who have no due Apprebenſion of the dreadful 
Danger of their Condition. And in this Senſe the 
Word feel is underſtood in the Article of our Church. 
For, when the Article affirms that the Godly feel in 
themſelves the working of the Spirit, it explains the 
Manner of their feeling it by the Words immediately 
tollowing, viz. The mortifying the Works of the Fleſh, and 


drawing up their Minds io high and heavenly things, And 


no one who is net an utter Enthuſiaſt can feel or know 
that he hath the Spirit of God in him any other way, 
than 


ww 
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{r ) Methodiſm diſplayed, pag. 237 
{s) Chappeloww in loc, 
(t) Whitey in loc, 
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(10) 
than by bringing forth the Fruits of the Spirit; as hath 
been clearly ſhewn, But, 

Seconaly, Another Error into which I humbly think 
you are unhappily fallen, and that in conſequence of 
your Notions of the New Birth, is that concerning the 
Aſſurance which you imagine yourſelves to have of 
your final Perſeverance and Salvation: And ſome of 
your Teachers have advanced very ſtrange Things on 
this Head («); tho* ſometimes we find them a little 
wavering and doubtful in this Particular (). But 
there is as little Foundation in Holy Scripture for this 
Notion of Aſſurance, as for that of the New Birth in 
the Manner which you underſtand it, The Apoſtle 
requireth of all Chriſtians, that they be cloathed with 
Humility, 1 Pet, v. 5. And it is the expreſs Character 
of St. Paul, that he ſerved the Lord with all Humility, 
Acts xx. 19. And our Bleſſed Saviour pronounces a 
Bleſſing upon the poor in Spirit, that theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. v. 3 (x.) And he further 
gives us this ſevere Caution, viz. that, when we have 
done all that is commanded us, we ſhould ſay we are un- 
profitable Servants, Luke xvii, 10, And we may plain- 
ly ſce the great Folly and Danger ot ſpiritual Pride 
in the Parable of the Phariſee and the Publican, which 
was particularly direfted by our Lord againſt thoſe who 
truſted in themſelves that they were righteous, and deſpiſed 
others, Luke xviii. 9, Sc. And there are many other 
Paſſages of Scripture which ſufficiently expoſe the great 
Weakneſs and Miſchief of the Notion we are now 
conſidering: But I will only lay before you two or three, 
which are very full and clear to the Purpoſe, and to 


which no rational Anſwer can be given. Thus faith 
St. Paul, 


— — 


(«) Vid, Enthufiaſm of Met hodiſis and Papiſts compared, Part I. 
Pag. 43, Part IT, pag. 103, 105. 

(w) Vid. ibid. pag. 103. N 

(x) That the Expreſſion of poor in Spirit may be here under- 
ſtood of Humility as well as of the Contempt of the World, as 
it is taken by others, fee Maldonat and Whitby ix loc. 
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St. Paul, Let bim that thinketh he ftlandeth, i. e. (as 
Dr. Hammond admirably paraphraſes it) © Let him 
+ that is the moſt ſpiritual among you, and that 
© ſeems to himſelf to ſtand the firmeſt,* tate heed left be 
fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. St. Peter, when he requires them 
to whom he wrote his ſecond Epiſtle to grow in Grace 
end in the Knowledge of Chriſt, he preſcribes this to them 
as the Means to prevent their falling from their Sted- 
faſtneſs, Chap. iii. 17, 18, And that which I think 
will be abſolutely deciſive in this Cale is the Caution 
which the Apoſtle gives to the Philippians, viz. that 
they ſhould work out their Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, Chap. ii. 12 ; for which ſurely there could 
be no Occaſion, if after the Operation of God upon 
them they were certain of their final Perſeverance, and 
abſolutely ſecure of their Salvation. And that which 
will render this Argument utterly unanſwerable is the 
Example of St. Paul himſelf, the greateſt of the 
Apoſtles, who after his infinite Labours and Perils, 
which he underwent in the Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, 
was yet fo jealous of his own Conduct, that he kept 
his Body under, and brought it into Subjection, /e/t by 
any means, when he had preached to others, he himſelf 
ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. If then ſo great 
and eminent a Saint as St. Paul was had any juſt 
Grounds for ſuch an Apprehenſion, ſure it will very ill 
become us, who are all great Sinners, to be too con- 
dent of ourſelves, and to proclaim to all the World 
the undoubted Certainty of our Salvation. And we 
ſhould above all things beware of this Confidence, 
lince it is too apt to puff up ourſelves with ſpiritual 
Pride, and fill us with uncharitable Cenſures and Con- 
tempt of our Brethren; as 1s generally to be obſerved 
in ſuch Perſons who warmly eſpouſe this dange- 
rous Opinion (0). And it will be a vain and idle 
Attempt to invalidate the Force of theſe Texts 

C 2 by 
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(y) See Enth 7 boni ; | 
Pag. 116, n n of Mcthodifts and Papiſts compared, Part II. 


(12) 
by alledging that St. John lays it down as the Mark 
and Character of one that is born of God, that he 
cannot fin, 1 Epiſt. iii. 9. which mult ſurely give to 
{ach an one the utmoſt Security of his Salvation. (For the 
Apoſtle does not here ſignify that a truly regenerate 
Perſon can't poſſibly fall into Sin after his Regeneration:) 
For this would not only be utterly inconſiſtent with all 
thoſe Places of Scripture which I have jult now cited, 
which require the very beſt of Chriſtians to- be humble 
and fearful of themſelves, left they ſhould fall from 
their Stedfaſtneſs, but it would alſo flatly contradict 
what St. Jobn had himſelf before advanced in the ſame 
Epiſtle, viz. If we ſay that wwe have no Sin, we deceive 
ourſebves, and the Truth is not in us, Chap. i. 8, And 
indeed the Notion itſelf is ſufficiently refuted, not only 
by every good Man's Experience (*), but alfo by that 
very true Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, (which always 


' hath and ever will be verified in the whole Race of 
Mankind, our Bleſſed Saviour Chrift excepted, 1 Per. 
i. 19. chap. ii. 22.) viz. there is not a juſt Man upon 


Earth that doeih good, and finneth not, Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
And therefore the Meaning of the Apoſtle in this 
Text can be no more than this, v2. that a truly rege- 
nerate Perſon cannot (conſidered as ſuch) ſin deliberate- 
ly and wilfully; or in caſe he ſhould through Surprize 
and Inconſideration, or the Power of an over-bear- 
ing Temptation, plunge himſelf into the Guilt of any 
ſuch Sin, he would by no means juſtify himſelf there- 
in, but, after the Example of Davia and St, Peter, 
he would immediately by the Grace of God recover 
himſelf by an hearty Repentance, and upon no Ac- 
count indulge himſelf in the habitua! Practice of any 
kind of Wickedneſs. And this is the Senſe which 1s 

given 


(*) Ruanguam enim peccatum (e non foteſt, niſi quod libere ft ; 
ab omni tamen peccato omnino & ſemper abfinere, ſupra huma- 
vam eſt conditionem : unde copuatum homini He, peccare, inter Phi- 
loſepbos, Sepater, Hitrocles, Seneca; inter Jude, Philo; inter 
Hiſtoricos, Thucydides ; inter Chriſiianas, plurimi prodiderunt, Grot, 
de Jur. ce Belli & Pacis, lib. ii. cap. xx. $. 1g. | f 
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given of this Paſſage of Scripture by the moſt learned 
Commentators: And not that any Perſon can in this 


Life, by Virtue of any Principle of Regeneration, be 


raiſed up to a State of ſinleſs Perfection. And in this 
Senſe the Word cannot here uſed by St. Jobn is fre- 
quently underſtood in Scripture and in the beſt Claſſie 
Writers, and ſignifieth the ſame as will not: And many 
times it is ſaid of Perſons that they cannot do ſuch and 
ſuch Things, not for want of Power to do them, but 
that the doing of them would be inconſiſtent with their 
Character and Profeſſion, or their Circumſtances and 
Condition, And in this Senſe the Word camot is mani- 
feſtly uſed in Gen, xxxvii. 4. Allis iv. 20. Jobn vii. 7. 
And in the fame (+) Light it is aſcribed to God Him- 
ſelf in Gen. xix. 22, From all which we may juſtly 
conclude, that this Text of St. John does not give the 
leaſt Countenance to the Notion of the Aſſurance of 
Salvation, which we are now conſidering. And becauſe 
this confident Aſſurance of their own Salvation, and 
their hard Judgment of thoſe who want it, cannot be 
rationally ſupported on any other Ground than the Cal- 
viniſtical Notion of Election and Reprobation, which 


is warmly contended for by the Moravians (2), and 


ſeems to be eſpouſed by too many Perſons among your- 
ſelves, I ſhall cherefore intreat your Patience whilſt I 
ſpend a few Words in the Examination of this Opinion, 
and in ſhewing that it is not only inconſiſtent with com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, but alſo (which ſome Men will 


| hardly be brought to believe) manifeſtly contrary to 


the cleareſt and plaineſt Declarations of Holy Scripture. 

Now as to the firft: It is intirely repugnant to 
common Senſe and Reaſon to imagine that God (of 
whom the Scripture gives this very juſt Account, that 
He is no Reſpetter ef Perſons) ſhould manifeſt ſo much 
Partiality towards his Creatures, as to ſelect ſome few 


of 


(+) Vid. Dr, Eentley's Sixth Sermon at Boyle*s Lectures, 4to. 


pag. 9 and 10, 


( 5 See The Moravians compared and detected, pag. 52, &c, 
Milodiim aiſp aht, pag. 23. | | 
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of them only as Objects of his Love and Favour, and 
to leave all the reſt under a fatal and unavoidable Sen- 
tence of Reprobation, and this by an irreverſible De- 
cree antecedent to all Regard of their Qualifications and 
Behaviour : For this is not only contrary to com- 
mon Juſtice, but inconſiſtent alſo with the very loweſt 
Degree of Goodneſs; and much more with that Infinite 
Goodneſs, which is an eſſential Attribute of God (a). 
And for my Part, (leaving every one to judge for him- 
ſelf in this Caſe) tho? I really think that the Being of 
God is ſtrictly demonſtrable, yet I would much rather 
chuſe to believe there was no God at all, than to en- 
tertain ſo monſtrous, horrid, and cruel a Notion and 
Conception of Him, And then, 

Secondly, It is no leſs repugnant to the moſt expreſs 
and politive Declarations of the Holy Scriptures, in 
which God very frequently and earneſtly calls and in- 
vites the worlt of Sinners to Repentance: All which 
would be nothing elſe than ſolemn Mockery and Dif 
ſimulation, if they were precluded from all Poſſibility 
of Repentance and Converſion to God by a fixed and 
irreverſible Decree. It may ſeem needleſs to cite any 

rticular Text of Scripture in ſo plain a Caſe. But yet, 
for the better Satisfaction of thote who are come into 


this unfortunate way of thinking, I ſhall call to mind 


ſome few of them, which are the chief and principal. 
Thus, as J live ſaith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his way and live: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? Ezek. 
xxxiii. 11. God would bave all Men lo be ſaved, and 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking to Feruſalem, ſays, How 
often would I have gathered thy Children together, even 
as a Hen gathereth ber Chickens under her Wings, and 
ze would not, Matt, xxiii. 37. And again our Lord 
ſaith 
(a) Vid, 7:i!otfon, Vol, II. pag. 438 9, 621-2, 376. Vol. III. 
. i 
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faith to the Jes, Le will not come unto me that ye might 
have Life, John v. 40. The ſame Apoſtle obſerves, 
that God ſo loved the World that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in Him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, chap. iii. 16; which is con- 
ſonant to what the Apoſtle to the Hebrews lays down 
in Chap. ii. 9, that Chriſt ſhould 7afte Death for every 
Man. Theſe and many other Paſſages which might 
be produced, if it were neceſſary, are fo full and clear 
againſt the Doctrine of abſolute Election and Reproba- 
tion, that it can no more be reconciled with them, than 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs can abide and remain before 
the Sun in its meridian Brightneſs, And, if there be 
any other Places in the Holy Scriptures which may 
ſeem to favour this Doctrine, they mult, according to 
the Rule of Interpreting Scripture before-mentioned (6), 
as being doubtful and obſcure at leaſt, be accommodated 
to, and qualified by thoſe Texts which are clear and 
certain, But, however, becauſe thoſe who countenance 
this Doctrine, lay a great Streſs upon ſuch Portions 
of Scripture, it will therefore, I judge, be very neceſ- 
fary to take them into Conſideration, 

Now thoſe who argue for the Doctrine of abſolute 
Election and Reprobation from the Holy Scriptures re- 
ly and depend chiefly upon theſe two Particulars : Firſt, 
Upon what St, Paul delivers in his IXth and XIth 
Chapters of his Epiſtle to the Romans; which they 
eſteem to be a very certain and undoubted Proof of 
this Matter : and in which there are ſome particular 
Expreſſions to be found, which they imagine cannot 
poſſibly ſquare with any other Hypotheſis, But now, 
as many learned Commentators (c) have evidently 
ſhewn, theſe Chapters do in no wile relate to the Doc- 
trine of Predeſtination, but to the calling of the Gen- 
tiles into the Chriſtian Church upon the Rejection of 


the 
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) See above, pag. ». 
See particularly Vichy and Lock upon theſe Chapters; 


| 116) 
the Ferws for their Infidelity and Diſobedience; as will 
manifeſtly appear to any one who will read them with 
due Care and Attention. And whereas it is faid in the 
xith and 12th Verſes of the IXth Chapter, that the 
Children being not yet born, neither having done good or 
evil, that the Purpoſe of God according to Election might 
ſtand, not of Works, but of him that calleth, it was ſaid 
wito ber (Rebecca), The Elder ſpall ſerve the Nounger, 
Upon which Text the Predeftinarians lay the greateſt 
Streſs : It is very certain that theſe Words have not 
the leaſt Relation to this Point of Doctrine, but are 
brought in here by the Apoltle by way of Similitude 
and Compariſon to prove that the Genziles ſhould be 
taken into the Church, and be accounted as the true 
Seed of Abraham, tho? they were not fo by natural 
Deſcent and Generation. And the Argument of 
St. Paul in the Context is plainly this, that as when 
God promiſed a Son to Abraham, who ſhould be his 
Heir, Gen. xv. 4, and in whoſe Seed all the Nations of 


the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18, this Inheri- 


tance did not deſcend upon Iſhmael, tho? he was the 
Firſt-born, but upon Jaac, the younger Brother: And 
as when Rebecca had conceived of 1/azc, and Twins 
were in her Womb, God Almighty had retolved be- 
fore the Children were born that the Eider ſhould ſerve 
the Younger z which was accordingly brought to paſs 
in the Reign of King David, 2 Sam. viii. 14: And 
that the Poiterity of the younger Son ſhould inherit the 
Land of Canaan, which was a Type of the ſpiritual 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel, (for the Words do not con- 


cern the Perſons of Eſau and Jacob themſelves, but 
their Poſterity, as appears from Gen. xxv. 23.) (d). So 
in like manner it plealed God to receive the Gentiles 
into the Church, and to account them as the true Secd 
of Abraham, tho* they were not ſo by natural Right 
and Generation. For thus ſays the Apoltle, e Chil. 
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dren of the Promiſe were counted for the Seed, ver. 8 
which he afterwards ſhews in the third Chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Galatians. And when it is faid, that 
this Election was made not of or from Works, but of 
him that calleth; this does not ſignify that God preferr'd 
the Poſterity of Jacob to that of Eſau without any juſt 
Grounds for ſo doing: For God, who is infinite in Wit 
dom, never does any thing without ſufficient Reaſon. 
But the Meaning is, that as the Election of Jacobs Seed 
was made before the Children were born, and conſe» 
quently no Works which they had done could con- 
tribute to this Appointment, tho? God had doubtleſs 
very wiſe Reaſons for giving this Preference to the 
Family of Jacob, yet he is in no wiſe obliged to give 
us any Account of them, but they are to be intirely 
reſolved into his good Will and Pleaſure z which is 
the exact Senſe and Meaning of what St. Paul remarks 
at the 2oth and 21ſt Verſes of this Chapter, concerning 
the Potter having Power over the Clay to make one 
Veſſel to Honour, and another unto Diſhonour, For here 
it is not ſignified, that God in Virtue of His ſupreme 
Dominion as He might appoint ſome Perſons ro eternal 
Salvation arbitrarily, without any Conſideration of 
their Works, ſo on the other Side he might irre- 
verſibly decree the everlaſting Damnation of others 
without any Regard to their Demerits. For this, as L 
have now thewn, is not only inconſiſtent with God's 
Perfections, but alſo manifeſtly contrary to the whole 
Tenor of the Sacred Writings, But the Meaning is, 
that in the Diſpoſals of God's Favour with reſpect to 
Nations and Kingdoms, and the Preference of one 
Family or People before another, tho? God does not 
act in any of theſe Caſes without the beſt and wiſeſt 
Reaſons, yet, as the Sovereign of the Univerſe, He does 
not always think proper to acquaint us with them z but 
refers them all to. the Counſels of His Infinite Wiſdom. 
And when God faith in the 13th Verſe of this Chapter, 
(upon which ſome Perſons build very much) that, 
Jacob have I loved, "— have I hated; N 
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(18) 

hated is not to be underſtood in the vulgar Senſe there- 
of in our Language, but as the Expreſſion was uſed 
by the antient Jess to ſignify an inferior Degree of 
ove: In which Senſe it is uſed by our Saviour in 
Lake xiv. 26. If any Man cometh to me, and hateth nat 
his Father and Mother, &c. he cannot be my Diſciple. 
For it would be highly abſurd to ſuppoſe that the Word 
| bateth here uſed by our Lord ſhould be taken in its 
proper Senſe, . And the parallel Text in Matt. x. 37. 
lainly ſhews that it is to be received in the manner I 
= now explained, viz. He that loveth Father or 
Mother more than me, is not worthy of me, Andin 
Gen. xxix. the Expreſſion is very manifeſtly uſed in this 
Senſe : Thus it is {aid in Verſe the 31(t, that, when God 
ſaw that Leah was hated, he opened ber Womb ; and how 
that Hatred of Leah is to be interpreted may be clear- 
ly ſeen in the Verſe foregoing, where we read that 
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah; and, though it 
pleaſed God in the ordering of the Bleſſing promiſed 
to Abraham to prefer Jacob before Eſau, yet we find 
that Eſau had a very conſiderable Bleſſing beſtowed on 
him by his Father J/aac, Gen. xxvii, 39, 40. But 
that which will fully demonſtrate, that the two Chap- 
ters we are now conſidering relate only to the Purpoſe 
abovementioned, and not to the final Eſtate and Con- 
dition of Men in the other World, is that ſevere Cau- 
tion and Advice which St. Paul gives to the Gentiles, in 
the XIth Chapter, upon their being admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church contrary to the Rights of Nature, viz. 
that they ſhould not therefore boaſt againſt the natural 
Branches (the Jews,) and that they ſhould not be bigh- 
minded, but fear, ver. 20, For, faith he, if God ſpared 
not the natural Branches, take bged leſt he aiſo ſpare not 
bee, ver. 21. And the A poſtle here plainly ſhews them, 
that, notwithſtanding the Severity of God to the Fews 
in cutting them off from the, Church, they might yet, 
if they would not ſtill abide in their Unbeliet, be ad- 
mitted into the Church again, and the Genti/es be ex- 
cludgd from it, if they ſhpuld not continue in their 
: _ Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion ; which is what the 
Apoſtle here ſignifieth by the Figures of the natural 
and engraſted Branches, and the good Olive Tree and 
that which is wild by Nature, ver. 17 70 25. 

Now if theſe Chapters had related to the Docſrine 
of Election and Reprobation, as ſome even learned. 
| Men have conceived, this Re-admiſſion of the Fewws 
into the Church, and the Excluſion of the Gentiles after 
they had been received into it, would have been impoſ- 
ſible; ſince it is eſſential to the Doctrine of Predeſti - 
nation, that thoſe who were once elected by God to 
eternal Salvation could not poſſibly forfeit his Love and 
_ Favour; Neither could thoſe who were once under 
the Sentence of Reprobation ever poſſibly attain to 
eternal Life (e). Which clearly demonſtrates that 
theſe Chapters in the Epiſtle to the Romans have not 
the leaſt Relation (notwithſtanding the Strictneſs and 
Severity of ſome Expreſſions therein) to the Notion 
of abſolute Election and Reprobation, but to the 
Point above-mentioned, wiz, the Admiſſion of the 
Gentiles into the Chriſtian Church upon their Faith and 
Obedience, and the Rejection of the Jes for their 
Perverſeneſs and Unbelief. And it any one ſhould 

D 2 think 
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(e) uod ergs Seriptura clare oftendit dicimus, æterno & immu- 
rabili conſilis Deum ſemel conſtituiſſe quos olim ſemel aſſumers vellet 
in ſalutem, quos ruiſum exitio deyvovere, Hoc conſilium quoad electos 
in gratuita Ejus miſericardia ſundatum (e afſerimus, nullo Hu- 
mane dignitatis riſpetiu ; quos vero damnationi æddicit, his juſto 
quidem & irreprehenſibili, ſed incomprehenſibili ipfius Judicis vitæ 
aditum præcludi. Calvin. Inſtitut, lib. iii. cap. xxi. F$.7, Of 
which Judgment of the Calviniſts, Oliver Cromwell, that Monſter 
of Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs, is a very clear Example; When 
he was dying, his Chaplains and the Divines that attended him, 
initead of earneſtly exhorting him to the moſt bitter Repentance 


for his flagitious Crimes, buoyed up him and themſelves with Af- 
ſurances of his Recovery, as all our beſt Hiſtorians atteſt, Sce 
farticalarly Echard, vol. II. pag. 824, 825. And his Chaplain 
Coodwyn declared to him, that the Ele wvenld never fall into 
Reprebation, Then, anſwered Oliver, I am ſafe, for I am frre 
I awas once in a State of Grace. Dr. Sme/lit's Hillory of Eng- 
land, 8vo, vol.- VII. p. 445. 


— 


1 


— 8 'S_ — » 0 . * « 2K 
Nr rr ͤ —ͤijnß!ß!ß OTITIS eggs 


-s OO OO EP „ — 
1 a4 "4 l + — % . 


( 20 ) 

think that what St, Paul pronounces of himſelf, in 
chap. ix. ver. 3, is a ſufficient Proof of this Matter; 
ſince ſurely if the Apoſtle's Argument in theſe Cha 
ters had no further Concern than the Excluſion of t 
Fews from the Chriſtian Church, into which they 
might yet be received again upon their Repentance and 
Faith, he would never upon this Account have wiſhed 
himſelf accurſed from Chrift for the Sake of his Bre- 
thren, his Kinſmen in the Fleſh: I anſwer, that the 
Rejection of the Jeus from the Chriſtian Church is no 
ſuch flight and indifferent a Matter, as ſome Perſons 
may imagine it to be, ſince, as ſhall be ſeen hereafter, 
Communion with the Cbriſtian Church is the ordinary 
covenanted Means of Salvation, And therefore the 
Apoſtle might with great Reaſon be deeply concerned 
for the extreme Hardneſs and Obduracy of the Fews 
in rejecting the Terms of their future Happineſs, tho” 
there was a Poſſibility of being re-admitted to them 
upon a true Repentance. 

But without troubling the Reader with the different 
Interpretations of the original Word Anathema, here 
rendered accurſed, for which he may conſult the Com- 
mentators upon the Place; the Words here uſed by 
Er, Paul, when taken in the ſtricteſt Senſe, do not imply 
that he would wiſh to be eternally condemned for the 


Sake of his Brethren the Fews ; but the Expreſſion is 


hyperbolical, and ſignifies only that his Love and 
Concern for them was ſo very extraordinary, that, if 
it had been proper and reaſonable to do ſo, he could 
willingly have choſen to have parted with all his Share 
and Intereſt in Chriſt, rather than they ſhould finally 
miſcarry and come ſhort of eternal Salvation; as the 
antient Writers of the Church, and many learned Mo- 
derns, have well obſerved (. Tho' I humbly conceive 
that there is no Neceſlity of having recourſe to any 
ſuch harſh Interpretation; but that the Wiſh of St. Pau! 

in 
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in this Place may extend no further than to a temporal 
Death, dero Xoi's after Chriſt, i. e. as Chriſt had 
ſuffered before him; in which Senſe it is underſtood by 
a very great Critic (g): And he juſtifies this Senſe of 
the Words from the like manner of Expreſſion in 
2 Tim. i, 3, where the Apoſtle ſays, I thank God whom- 
I ferve, ano wpoloywr, from my Forefathers, as it is 
crudely exp in our Tranſlation: It ſhould have 
been rendered after the Example of my Forefathers, 
as that learned Author and other good Critics have re- 
marked (5). But, 

Secondly, The other Particular upon which this No- 
tion of Election and Reprobation is grounded, is that 
Account which our Saviour Himſelf gives of the falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets that ſhould ariſe after Him, 
viz, that they ſhould ſhew ſuch Signs and Wonders, that 
if it were poſſible they ſhould deceive even the very Elect. 
Matt. xxiv. 24. Mark xiii. 22, In Anſwer to which we 
need only obſerve theſe two Things: Firſt, That the 
Word impoſſible in the Holy Scriptures frequently ſigni- 
fies no more than a great Difficulty, as I have noted a- 
bove (i); and the Words ei JuraToy, if it were poſſible, 
here uſed by our Saviour, are often found in Scripture to 
intend the ſame. Thus St. Paul tells us that he haſted, if it 
were poſſible for him, to be at Jeruſalem on the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt, Acts xx. 16. But ſurely, as a learned Divine (&) 
22 he would not have — this _ to do 
what was impoſſible. Again, the ſame Apoſtle requires 
the Romans that, if it — Poffible, they ſhould fn 
= «bly with all Men, chap. xii, 18; which would have 

been a very ridiculous Exhortation, if it had been im- 
5 Poſſible 


= 
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Dr. Waterland's Sermons, vol. I. p. 77, 78. 

(2) A Seytroy, is e. Majorum meorum weſtigia ſerutus, 
nempe Abrabami, Iſaaci, & Jacobi, & aliorum deinceps, a quibus 
rn um, Cc. Bezain 2 Tim i. 3, ata majorum meorum 
n & in//itutionem. Vatabl. in oc. : 

dee pag. 4. 

/ Whitby in loc. 
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Poſſible for them to have avoided Strifes and Conten: 
tions: And to theſe Inſtances many more might be 
added, if it were neceſſary. And nothing more ex- 
poſes the Ignorance of any Writers, than to build No- 
tions of Divinity on any ſingle Expreſſion, or parti- 
cular Phraſe in Holy Scripture, as it is uſed in our vul- 
ear Language, when it is contrary to the ſame manner 
of Expreſſion in ſeveral other Places of the ſame Scrip- 
ture. But we need not depend upon the Strength of 
Criticiſm in refuting the Notion we are now conſider- 
ing : For what our Lord obſerves in different Plates in 
both theſe Chapters will be ſufficient to expoſe the 
Weakneſs and Abſurdity thereof. For He earneſtly 
cautions His Diſciples, that no Man ſhould deceive 
them, Malt. xxiv. 4. He exhorts them to watch and 
pray, leſt the Hour of Temptation ſhould find them 
ſleeping, Mark xiii. 33, &c. And in the parallel Place 
in St. Lute to take heed, leſt their Hearts ſhould be 
overtaken with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and that 
Day ſhould come upon them unawares, Chap, xxi. 34, &c, 
All which Exhortations would be in the higheſt Degree 
abſurd and impertinent, if our Bleſſed Saviour knew, 
that upon ſome of them Temptations could not poſſibly 
prevail, and that the reſt muſt neceſſarily be overcome 
and ſubdued by them. And then by the Elect in this 
Place are to be underſtood not ſuch Perſons, who are 
edeſtinated to Salvation, as that Term is now vulgarly 
uſed, but all Chriſtians called to the Belief and Profeſ- 
ſion of the Holy Goſpel; and that in Contradiſtinction 
to Heathens and Infidels. In which Senſe the Word 
is uſed in other Parts of the New Teſtament, as in 
Matt. xx. 16. Luke xviii. 7. 1 Pet. ii. 9. And the 
Expreſſion manitettly alludes to thoſe Places in the 
Old Teſtament, where the Fews were faid to be God's 
choſen and prculiar People, whom He had taken into 
Covenant with Himſelf, under His immediate Care and 
Protection. See Deut. iv. 37. vii. 6. 1 Chron, xvi. 13. 
Pſal. xxxili. 12. cv 6, 43. And, which is very res 
markable in this Caſe, the antient [fae/ites were termed 


the 


(23) 3 
the ele? or choſen People of God, notwithſtanding 
that many of them were uncircumciſed in their Heart, 
and went aſtray from His Commandments; as is evi- 
dent from many Paſſages of Holy Scripture, and par- 
ticularly from Peut. x. 15, 16, where Moſes tells the 

ews, that the Lord bad a Delight in their Fathers tg 
e them, that He choſe their Seed after them, even 
them. above all People, as (ſaith he) it is this Day ; and 
then of this ele People it is added immediately, circum- 
ciſe therefore the Foreſkin of your Hearts, and be no more 
Hiſfnected. And in this Senſe the Word elef is uſed 
by the antient Fathers, and particularly by St. Clement 
and Inatius in their Epiſtles. And it is very worth 
of our Notice what the Author of St. Pohcarp's Mar- 
tyrdom obſerves upon this Occaſion, For after-he had 
related, that, upon the Executioner's ſtriking his Dagger 
into his Body, there iſſued out ſuch a Quantity of 
Blood, as even extinguiſhed the Fire, he preſently ſub- 
joins, that this raiſed an Admiration in all the People 
to conſider what a Difference there was between the 
Heathens and the Chriſtians. In the Original it is, 


1 


platu Toy aTITOY Ka EXAEK WAY; i. e. between the 
Infidels and tbe Elect. And it will be to no P 

here to argue, that, the Gentiles hearing the Word of 
the Lord from St. Paul and Barnabas at Amioch in 
Pifidia, St. Luke obſerves, that as many as were or- 
dained to eternal Life, believed, Acts xiii, 48, For by 
this Expreſſion is not ſignified, that ſuch Perſons were 
elected to eternal Salvation, as ſome have ignorant] 
imagined, but that thoſe who were wel! prepared (1), or 


diſpoſed, 


— 
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(2) The original Word re vis here tranſlated ordained, 
and that in the paſſive Voice, may be rendered actively, as the 
paſſive Voice is trequently uſed for the Active in Scripture and 
other Writings, - Thus, in Jam. iy. 10. 1 Pet. v. 6, it is rightly 
expreſſed in our Verſion actively, humble yourſelves, tho* the 
Original is in the Paſlive, aer. And the Greet Word 
T#7]:4y does no where ſignify to —— as learned Critics 
have well obſerved; but to conſlifute, prepare, Jet ia Qrder, and 


aiſpr'e 


— 


(24) 
diſpoſed, for eternal Life, by the good Tempers and 
Inclinations of their Minds, believed: And they are 
ſet in „A to the Fews, who in the forty- fifth 


Verſe of the Chapter were filled with Envy, and fpake 
againſt thoſe Things which were ſpoken by St. Paul, con- 
tradifing and blaſpheming. For otherwiſe it would have 
been to no Purpoſe for St. Paul to have preached to 
the Jews Remiſſion of Sins, and ſo earneſtly to have 
exhorted them to Repentance and Obedience to the 
Goſpel, if they could not poſſibly repent and believe, 
as not being before ordained or eleted by God to eternal 
Life (m). Or, as ſome very great Critics have re- 
marked, the Words may very properly be thus ren- 
dered, as many as were well diſpoſed believed to eternal 
Zife. For thus Perſons are ſaid in Scripture to believe 
in Chrift to eternal Life, 1 Tim. i. 16; or, which is ex- 
actly of the ſame Import, to believe to the Saving of 
tbe Seul, Heb, x. 39. Neither will it avail any thin 

to this Cauſe, that our Saviour told the Seventy Dif 
ciples, upon their Return to him, that their Names 
were written in Heaven, Lule x. 20, For this is no 
more than a Fewiſh Phraſe, and alludes to the Regiſters 
which were kept of the Jewiſh Tribes and Families, 
or in the Cities which were well ordered (2). And 


the Expreſſion doth not ſignify the abſolute Election of 
| — 


— 
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di/>oſe Men for any particular Office and Employment: Of which 
many Inſtances and Examples may be ſeen in Grotizs, Hammond, 
IF bitby, and other Critics upon the Place. I ſhall at preſent trouble 
the Reader only with one, which will ſufficiently ſhew the Senſe of 
the Word in the Text we are now upon: Thus, in 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 
it is ſaid of the Houſe of Stephanas, that Tratay $av)ig, te the 
Miniftry of the Saints, i. e. to the Relief of poor Chriſtians in 
their Neceflity. (Vid. Hammond on Lake viii. 3.) Now I ſup- 
poſe no one will imagine, that the Word t7aZey here ſigniſieth 
that they were elected, or predeſtinated to this Miniſtration, but 
that they voluntarily addicted themſelves, as it is in our Tran- 
fation : Or that they had prepared or di/poed themſelves thereto. 


(n) See above, pag. 11. He. 85 5 
() Vid. Lowth on Jaiab iv. 3. Hammond on Pil. iv. 3. 


(25) 
any one to eternal Life, but only his preſent Right to 
that Inheritance, in Virtue of the Obedience of Faith, 
as a very learned Interpreter judiciouſly obſerves.” For, 
/aith he, the Apoſtle declares of all the Hebrews to whom 
he wrote his Epiltle, that they were come to the general 
Aſſembly of the Firft-born, who were written in Hea- 
ven, Heb. xii, 23, and yet in the 25th Verſe faith he 
to them, ſee that ye refuſe not vim that ſpeateth (d). 
And that which will fully demonſtrate the great Folly 
and Weakneſs of building any Notions of Ele&i6n 


upon this ſcriptural Expreſſion, is this Conſideration, 
that the Names of thoſe Perſons, which are at preſent 
written in the Book of Lite, may afterwards be blotted 


out of it, as is very evident from Rev. iii. 5, and xxh. 
19, when compared together. And God himſelf declares 
the ſame to Moſes, whoſoever, ſaith He, hath finndd 
againſt Me, him will I blot out of the Book whith ] have 
written, But now this would be abſolutely impoſſible, 
if by any Perſons Names being written 1n Heaven 
were ſignified. their final and decretory Election to 
eternal Salvation. | 9 

And thus much I thought neceſſary to obſerve wok 
this Calviniſtical Point of Election; ſince it is the nly 
Ground, upon which can be rationally built the Con- 
fidence of thoſe, who pretend to an Affurance of their 
everlaſting Happinek : I ſhall only, before I proceed 
any further, add a Word or two by way of triendly 
Advice to thoſe who are elevated with this fond Con- 
ceit of themſelves, viz. That ſince, as was before ob- 
ſerved, it is too apt to make Men careleſs in the neceſ— 
ſary Duties of Religion, many of the molt learned of 
the Calviniſtical Writers have as earneſtly contended 
for the Neceſſity of a Holy Life and Converſation, as 
any of thoſe Perſons can poſſibly do, who are of op- 
polite Sentiments to themſelves. It would be eaſy to 
produce many Telimonies to this Purpoſe 3 but 1 


E ſhall 


* 
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mall enly at this Time lay before you the Judgment 
of a learned Writer of this Nation, who was as trict 
2 Predeftinarian as ever lived: The Expectation and 
Hope (ſaith be) of any Man for Life, and Immor- 
* tality, and Glory, without previous Holineſs, can be 
built on no other Foundation but this, that Gcd will 
3 reſcind his eternal Decrees, and change his 2 
merely to comply with them in their Sins: And who 
* knows not what will be the End of ſuch a curſed 
Hope and Expectation (p)?* And therefore, how 
* ſoever you may be of your own Salvation, 

let me intreat you to ſtrive to the utmoſt to be as 
truly pious towards God, and charitable to your Neigh- 
bours, and as humble in your own Thoughts and 
Opinions, as the beſt Members of our Church think 
themſelves obliged to be, who pretend to no ſuch 
Aſſurance; but content themſelves with a reaſonable 
and well-grounded Hope of eternal Life, through the 
infinite Mercies of in His Son Chriſt Jeſus, and 
this in Conſequence of their ſincere Endeavours to 
pleaſe God, tho? accompanied with innumerable Infir- 
mities and Failings. But, 

Thirdly, Another Error, to which many of you are 
ſubject, conſiſts in placing your Religion (at leaſt a 
conſiderable Part of it) in denying yourlelves the 
Riches of this World, and renouncing the lawful Plea- 
fures of it; and in accuſtoming yourſelves to ſuch Ri- 

rs and Auſterities, as are in no wiſe commanded in 
God's Word (). And there are very ſtrange and un- 
accountable Things which ſome of your Teachers have 
advanced upon this Head; and which are fo far from 
being of any Conſequence and Service to Religion, that 
they rather tend to make it ridiculous to any Perſans 
of common Senſe and Underſtanding (r), But this 
Notion 


1 


—— 


(p) Dr. Orven's Pneumatolegia, p. 521. 
Vid. Law's Chriftian Perfection, chap. iii, &c, 


7 
(7) Vid. Enthuſiaſm of Metbodiſit and Papiſts compared, Part I. 


p. 31. Part III. p. 304, Wc. 
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Notion not only lays a manifeſt Prejudice and Impe- 
diment in the Way of the Chriftian Profeſſion, and 
would be a very great Diſcouragement to many Perſons 
from embracing the Goſpel; but it muſt needs be of 
the moſt miſchievous Effect and Influence to your own 
ſelves, not only by debarring you of the various Bleſ- 
ſings and Comforts of Life, which the beneficent Au- 
thor of Nature hath ordained and appointed for you, 
and by expoſing yourſelves to needleſs Hardſhips and 
Severities, but alſo by throwing yourſelves into the 
moſt perplexing Doubts and Sufpicions of your future 
Happineſs, whenever you ſhall fall off from thoſe ſtrict 
and harſh Meaſures of living, which you deem to be 
neceſſary to the State and Condition of a good Chriſtian. 
For all violent Motions as they are unnatural, fo 

are not laſting; and, when Men abandon themſelves to 
extreme Sallies and Feryours in Religion, they are apt 
to cool very ſoon, and then to fall jnto the oppoſite 
Extreme of Melancholy and Deſperation, This ſome 
of your new Teachers have experimented in them 
= ſelves (5). And it is much to be feared, that too 
many of yourſelves have been totally ſubjected there- 
to (/); and therefore it muſt be a very imprudeat 
thing for any one to enjoin himſelf ſuch Extravagan- 
cies and Auſterities, ſince he will find ſoon enough up- 
on Trial that the ordinary Terms and Conditions of 
the Goſpel are ſufficiently ſtrict, and ſuch as will de- 
mand his utmoſt Cate and Diligence. ; 
And it is very worthy of our Notice, upon this Oc- 
aſion, that when ſome antient Seducers, whether 
7 udaizing Chriſtians, as ſome think, or Gnoſtic Heretics, 
others (2), were endeavouring to introduce ſome 
Wnrealonable Autterities and Rigours into the Chriſtian 
ervice, as thinking Chrifianity would be too oft 
ud cafy an Inſtitution without them, (and, as a moſt 
E 2 learned 
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Vid. Enthuſiaſm, &c. compared, Part I. p. 31. 
(t) 1dem, Part III. p. 303, re. 


(s) Vid. Hammond and Whitby an Celeſ, ii. 20, Wet 
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learned Prelate well remarks, there are ſcarce any of 
thoſe who are mentioned as the Authors of great Mif- 

chief to the Church, but were remarkable for ſomething 
of this Nature, affecting theſe Severities as a Badge of 
more than ordinary (aw) Sanctity:) We find St. Paul 
condemning them under the Character of Will. worſbip, 

and having only the outward Shew and Pretence, and 
not the Truth and Reality of Humility and Wiſdom in 
them, Colep. li. 20, Cc. But, becauſe thole with whom I 
am now concerned think they have a great Advantage 
againſt us in this Argument, by having the Holy Scrip- 
tures plainly on their Side, ſince our Lord requires us not 
only to deny ourſelves, but alſo to take up our Croſs 
daily and follow Him, Luke ix, 43, it will therefore 
be highly neceſſary not only for their Satisfaction, but 
alſo for our own Direction, to ſtate this Matter clearly. 
as I hope I have done in the following Diſcourſe ; in 
which I have endeavoured to ſhew that this and the 
like Paſſages of Scripture, and eſpecial'y that in Matt. 
xix. 21, were, if ſtrictly underſtood, calculated for the 
Primitive Times of the Church, when Perſecution was 


the general Lot of good Chriſtians; and when as Men 


were often called to extraordinary Sufferings, ſo they 
ſhould meet with as extraordinary a Reward: And 
that they cannot hold in the ordinary and ſettled Con- 
dition of the Church, unleſs God ſhall expreſsly re- 

uire them at our Hands, or the particular Caſe and 
Circumſtances of the Church ſhould demand them of 
us, And becauſe this is a matter of the greateſt Con- 


jequence, and it may perhaps be here enquired by 


what Rules ſhall we know when any Precepts of our 
Saviour or the Apoſtles bind only in extraordinary 
Caſes, and when they hold and are in full Force with 


regard to all Chriſtians in all Ages of the Church: 


In Anſwer to this, I ſhall beg leave to lay down two 
Rules, whereby we may clearly diſcover this Diſtinc- 
| tion, 
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: (<v ) Biſhop S:illing fret's Sermons, Svo. V. II. p. 439-40, vid. 4 
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tion, if we will judge of it ſincerely and with un- 
biaſſed Affections. | | | 

The Art Rule is, That we may be certain that any 
Precept, delivered in the New Teſtament, muſt be ſup- 
poicd to hold only in extraordinary Cafes, and cannot 
be obligatory upon all Chriſtians in all Ages cf the 
Church, when the literal Senſe thereof ſo applied is 
inconſiſtent with common Senſe and Reaſon, For God, 
by making a Revelation of His Will in the Holy 
Scriptures, never deſigned to extinguiſh that Light and 
Reaſon, with which we were endued at our firſt Crea- 
tion, but to increaſe and improve it, and to make Dif- 
coveries to us of ſuch Things, which, tho? in themſelves 
of the utmoſt Importance to us, yet we could never 
have been able to trace them out by the mere Stren 
of our natural Reaſon, as many learned Men have fully 
demonſtrated : Neither could there be a more ſhrewd 
and preſſing Objection againſt any Revelation, or the 
Ser.ſe of any Part thereof, than if it could be clearly 
proved to be contrary to Reaſon. W henſoever there- 
fore any Propoſition in Scripture, when taken in the 
ſtrict literal Senſe, is manifeſtly repugnant to common 
Senſe and Reaſon, we may be ture that the literal 
Senſe of ſuch a Propoſition cannot be true; but that it 
muſt be underſtood with due and proper Reſtrictions 
and Qualifications, The Words of an eloquent 
Preacher of our Church are very judicious and excel- 
lent on this Occaſion, * The Circumſtances, ſaith he, of 
human Life are infinite, and depend upon a Multi- 
* tude of Accidents not to be foreſeen, and conſequent- 
© ly not to be provided againſt, Hence Laws muſt 
run in general Terms, and ſometimes the Intent of 
* the Law is beſt fulfilled by running contrary to the 
Letter: And therefore Reaſon and Honeſty muſt 
guide us to the Fitneſs of the Thing, and a great 
Scope mult be left to Equity and Diſcretion (X). 
Unleſs this Rule be admitted, we ſhall in the Inter- 


pretation 


— 


(x) Dean Sranhope's Sermon at the Commencement at Cam- 
bridge 1697, p. 13. See allo p. 12. Bn 


(30) 
tion of ſome Texts of Scripture, by taking 
them in the ſtrict literal Senſe, fall into infinite Ab- 
ſurdities and Contradictions. And the Enthuſiaſts 
themſelves have been ſo ſenſible of this, that, notwith- 
ſtanding their reſolute Adherence to the ſtrict literal 
wo nr of ſome Paſſages in the Scriptures, yct 


they have found it abſolutely neceſſary to depart from 
that Interpretation, and to take them in a more qua- 
lified Senſe, when they have plainly perceived the 
manifeſt Abſurdity and Danger of their being ſtrictly 
underſtood. I will give you a remarkable Initance of 
this in the Quakers : There is no one Principle of Re- 
ligion for which they have more earneſtly contended, 
than the utter Unlawfulneſs not only of Revenge, but 
alſo of War, and that even of a defenſive War, from 
Matt. v. 39, where our Lord requires of his Diſciples 
that they re/j# not Evil; but whoſoever ſhould ſmite them 
on the right Cheek, they ſhould turn to him the other 
alſo. George Fox, with twelve more of that Party, in 
a Declaration, to King Charles II, A. D. 1660, avowed 
ſuch a defenſive War to be unchriſtian ; which Decla- 
tion, with the Teſtimonies of many others of the Qua- 
kers, againſt even a defenſive War to ſave their Throats 
or Goods from Thieves, Robbers, and Cut-throats, 
was inſerted in the Trial of G. Keith and others in 
Pennſylvania (y). And the ſame Notion hath been 
warmly eſpouſed by all conſiderable Perſons of this 
Sect ſince that Time, and 1 contended for 
by Barclay, their Apologiſt (z). And yet, when the 
Buccaniers had taken one of the Veſſels at Sea belong - 
ing to William Penn and his Aſſociates in Pennſylvania, 
and they were reduced to a very great Struggle and 
Difficulty between the Neceſſity of defending them- 
ſelves and ſecuring their Property on the one Side, 
and an Adherence to their Principle on the other; at 

length, 


— 


Vid. Leſiy's Works, Fol, Vol. II. p. 101. 
(=) Apology, p. 557, Cc. 
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length, on a ſerious Conſultation upon the Cafe, they 
came to a Reſolution to oppoſe Force to Force in De- 
fence of their Property; and by that means they pre- 
ſently retook their Sloop, and made ſome of the 
Pirates Priſoners: And ſo, as an eminent Writer ex- 
preſſes it, they ſoon found that Neceſſity in Govern- 
ment when it was in their own Hands, which _ 
could not be convinced of when it was in the Ha 

* of others (a). But that which was very diverting, 
or rather, to ſpeak ſeriouſly, extremely ſcandalous in 
this Tranſaction, was the artful Diſtinction made uſe 
of by them to ſalve this Defence of their Subſtance, 
and to reconcile it with their Principle: And that was, 
that they did not uſe the carnal Weapon, as Quakers, 
but as Magiſtrates, which, as the learned Author laſt 
mentioned juſtly obſerves, is the fame Salvo which 
the Pope has for his uſing the temporal Sword (4). 
And what Encouragement and Aſſiſtance this very 
Party gave to the Enemies of the King from their 
firſt Riſe in 1649 to the Reſtoration (tho? upon that 
Change of Government they made as remarkable a 
Change in their Behaviour) may be ſeen at large in the 
Writings of the fame Perſon (c), as well as in our 
Hiſtorians, And this plainly ſhews, as I have juſt 
now repreſented to you, the great Folly and Abſurdi- 
ty of adhering to the ſtrict and literal Senſe of ſome 
Texts of Scripture, when they, conſidered in that 
Light, require ſuch Things of us as are manifeſtly in- 
conſiſtent with common Senſe and Reaſon. And there 
are ſeveral other Paſſages of Scripture, beſides that laſt 
referred to, which have ſuffered very much, and pro- 
duced many fatal and miſchievous Effects in the World, 
by the fame kind of Interpretation. I ſhall at preſent 
mention only one by way of Example; and that is in 
Luke xii. 33. Sell that ye have, and give calms, This 


55 Paſſage 


(a) Lefiey's Works, Fol. Vol. II. p. 101. 
( Leg, ibid. p. 101, Cc. 


632) 
with the parallel Text in Matt, xix. 21, Sc. 
hath been miſerably perverted by ſome Perſons to prove 
the abſolute Unlawfulneſs of any wordly Eſtates and 
Poſſeſſions, and the Neceſſity of introducing a Com- 


Paſſige 


munity of Goods. A learned and ſerious Writer hath 
of late laboured this Point with more than ordinary 
Earneſtneſs and Zeal (d). And there is hardly any 
one Particular which your new Teachers more frequert- 
ly inculcate upon their Hearers than the Necelliry 
af renouncing the Riches and Power of this World, 
and diſcarding all the Ornaments of Life (e). But now, 
not to mention that the laſt of the Texts here recited is 
gy thought by the moſt learned Interpreters to 

a particular Command only given to the young 
Perſon there concerned, of which more hereatter ; 
and the Notion of the Unlawfulneſs of worldly 
Riches and the Ornaments of Quality is directly con- 
trary to many other Places in Holy Scripture, in which, 
notwithſtanding the Community of Goods mentioned in 
A ii, Men are left in the free Poſſeſſion of their 
Eltates, and under tie Liberty of enjoying the Things 
of this World, as I hope I have clearly ſhewn in the 
follow ing Diſcourſe: 1 ſay, not to mention this, that 
the Interpretation of Lake xii. 33, with its parallel Text, 
either in St, Matthery or St. Marł, as implying a Com- 
mand to all Chriſtians, in all Ages of the Church, in 
the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe of the Letter, to fell their 
Eſtates and give them to the Poor, does not only in- 
volve in itſelt a manifeſt Abſurdity, but would alſo de- 
feat and diſappoint the very End and Deſign for which 
this Interpretation thereof hath been introduced. 

And, frft, It involves in itſelf a manifeſt Abſurdity: 
For if A, at preſent the Poſſeſſor of an Eſtate, is ob- 
liged to ſell it to B, and B to C, Sc. there mult be, 


in this Caſe, a continual Progrefſion of the Sale of 
Eſtates 


—_—. 


(4) Law's Chriſtian Perfiction, chap. iii, iv, Oc, 
(ec) Vid. Enthuſiaſm, &c. compared, Part I. p. 20 to 25. 
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Eſtates, without any Perſons being left in the ſettled 
Poſſeſſion of them; and a Man would have no fur- 
ther Concern in the buying of an Eſtate than to ſell 
it immediately to ſome other Perſon who ſhould pur- 
chaſe it of him: Which would be ſuch a trifling and 
ridiculous Inſtitution, that it would be unworthy 
of the meaneſt Lawgiver in the Pagan World (), 
and ſurely then very unfit to be promulged by our 
Bleſſed Saviour, who was infinite in Wiſdom. 

And then, in the ſecond Place, this levelling Prin- 
ciple would intirely fruſtrate and deſtroy the End 
and Deſign which is aimed at thereby, For if the 
Eſtates of all rich Men were to be ſold, and the Money 
brought into a common Bank and Treaſury, ſo that 
an equal Diviſion thereof might be made amongſt 
Men; as there are, upon Computation, at leaſt forty poor 
Perſons in the World to one that is rich, the Propor- 
tion, which would in this Caſe fall to every one's Share; 
would be but ſmall and inconſiderable; ſince the moſt 
coſtly and valuable Things in Life, ſuch as ſumptuous 
=X Buildings, ſtately Furniture, and the ſplendid Orna- 
ments of Attire, would upon this Scheme find no Pur- 
chaſers at all: Inaſmuch as by the Deſtruction of ſupe- 
rior Quality in the Stations of Mankind there would be 
no Perſons who would have any Uſe and Occaſion for 
them. And then, when that ſmall! Pittance, which 
would hereby accrue to the Poor from this Diſtribution, 
would in a little Time, by the Idleneſs of ſome, and 
the Unthriftineſs and Miſmanagement of others, be 


T&F {pen and gone, and when ia the mean time every one 


F muſt 


„ 


(*) Habenda autem eft ratio rei familiaris quam quidem dilabi 
ere flagitioſum eft : fed ita ut illiberalitatis avaritieque abſit 
V picio. Poſſe enim liberalitate uti, non ſpoliantem ſe patrimonis, 
rum is eft pecuniæ fructus maximus. Cic. de Offic. lib. ii. 
Cap. 18. Capitalis oratio ( Philippi ſeilirct in Tribunatu, cum 
legem agrariam ferret, &c.) & ad exquationem bonorum pertinent, 
qua peſte gue poteſt eſſe major? Hanc enim ob cauſam maxime, ut 
«a tenerent, reſpablice civitateſque conſtitute ſunt : Nam et/+ 
dure natura congregabantur homines, tamen ſpe cuſtadiæ rerum ſua- 
rum, urbium pre filia guerebant, Idem, ibid, cap. 21. 
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muſt be employed in the Cultivation of his own Share 
and Property, and by that Means all the ingenious Arts 
of Life would ſoon decay and be laid aſide, for want of 
a proper Encouragement from the Rich and Great; and 
the Trade and Commerce of the World, upon which 
the Proſperity and Happineſs of Nations in a great Mea- 
ſure depends, and which cannot be carried on in any 
competent Degree without Power and Riches, would be 
reduced to a very mean and narrow Compaſs, I ſay, 
when Things ſhould be brought into this miſerable 
Condition, which they would very ſoon be upon this 
Hypotheſis, ſuch a wretched State of Poverty and 
Want would preſently enſue, as would render the Poor 
ten times more unhappy and diſtreſſed, than they were 
before under that unequal Diſpenſation of Providence 
which then ſeemed to be fo grievous to them; as there 
would be no rich Perſons to employ them in their proper 
Works and Labours for the Support of themſelves and 
Families, and the ſmall Portion ariſing to them from 
the common Diſtribution would be ſoon diſſipated and 
reduced to nothing (f). And if rich Men would be 
ſo wiſe and prudent as to abſtain from all Vice and 
Wickedneſs, and content themſelves with ſuch In- 
ſtances of Magnificence, either in Buildings and Equi- i 
page, or in Ornaments or Apparel, as are in no wiſe 
diſproportionate to their Quality and Condition, ſuch 
Management as this would be fo far from deſerving any 
Blame and Cenſure, that, on the contrary, it would 
really tend to the Benefit and Happineſs of any Na- 
tion, by a briſker Circulation of Money through every 
Part of it, and by that means promoting and advan- 
eing the Trade and Commerce thereof. And I hum- 
bly conceive, that it would be more beneficial to the 
Poor themſelves, by ſetting them to work, and keep- 
ing them from Idleneſs, than if ſome conſiderable Part 
of the ſaid Expence had been conferred upon them by 
LS 2 10 ON : — | (a % preſent 


— 
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| (1) See this Matter very clearly proved in an excellent Diſ- 
courſe by Biſhop Coneybeare, Vol. I. Sermon 47th, p 209, Ye. 


(3s) 
preſent and immediate Diſtributions; which, tho? they 
may ſometimes be of great Service to particular Per- 
X ſons, ſuch as the Sick and Aged, or thoſe who are 
under any preſſing Wants and Neceſſities (in which 


Caſes they ought always to be encouraged) yet we 
too often find them in fact miſerably laviſh'd away and 
miſpent by many poor Men (Ft). 

And thus much may I hope be ſufficient to ſhew 
the Folly and Weakneſs of thoſe Writers, who expound 
the two Paſſages of Scripture abovementioned accord- 
ing to the ſtrict Rigour of the literal Senſe, as imply- 
ing the abſolute Neceſſity of every Man's felling his 
Eſtate and giving it to the Poor, or putting the Pur» 
chaſe-Money into one common Bank and Treaſury. 
And therefore when, in St. Luke xii. 33, our Lord 
requires us to ell what we have, and give Alms; the 
Meaning of the Words as they are expreſſed, accord- 
ing to the Luxuriancy of the Eaſtern Stile, can be no 

| more than this, that we ſhould be ready at all times 
co relieve the Poor out of our Abundance, and, as a 
very learned Prelate of our Church obſerves, * upon 
great and preſling Occaſions even to pinch Nature, 
and ſtraiten ourſelves within what upon other Occa- 
* fions we might allow ourſelves (g): And even to 
part with our whole Eſtates to the ſaid Purpoſe, when 
ever it ſhall pleaſe God expreſsly to command us to do 
lo, or the Neceſſity of the Church ſhould manifeſtly 


F 2 require 


(+) Ruamobrem i i quidem non dubium eft quin illa benignitas que 
eonſiat ex opera & indußria, & honeſtior fit & latius pateat, & 
poſit prodeſſe pluribus. Nonnunquam tamen eſt largiendum, nec 
hoc benignitatis genus omni no repudiandum eſt: et ſpe idoneis hominie 
bus indigentibus de re familiari imperticndum ; ſed diligenter atque 
moderate, Multi enim patrimonia effuderunt inconſulte largiendo. 
Quid autem oft flultius, quam quod libenter factas, curare ut id 
diutius facere non pofſis ? — Quamobrem nec ita claudenda «ff 
res familiaris, ut eam benignitas aperire non poſſit, nec ita reſeran- 
. 1 fateat emnibus. Modus adbibeatur, iſque reftratur ad 
__ ct, Cicer. de Offic lib. ii. cap. 15. 

g) Burnet on the XXXIX Articles, p. 392. 
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many of thoſe who have warmly eſpouſed and counte- 


(36) 
require it at our Hands, And the fame Interpretation 
is to be given of the other Text in Matt. xix. 20, if it 
be applied to all Chriſtians in all Ages of the World. 
But it is generally agreed, and I think with good Reaſon, 

learned Commeatators, that the Words in that 
Verſe, and in Mark x. 21, are a particular Command 
only occaſionally given to the young Man (Y), with 
which other Chriſtians are not concerned any further 
than as to the general Purport and Intent thereof, And 
that which I think might reaſonably give you ſome 
ſmall Prejudice againſt the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe of 
thoſe Places of Scripture (beſides the manifeſt Abſurdity 
of taking them in that Light) is this Confideration, 
viz. that there have been no Perſons more eager and 
inſatiate aſter the Riches and Power of this World, than 


nanced this harſh and ſevere Interpretation of them: 
Of which (to ſay nothing of any Perſons among us at 
preſent) the Anabaptiſts in Germany, under the Reign 
of Charles the Vth, will be a laſting and memorable 
Example. Theſe Men earneſtly contended for a Com- 


munity of Goods, and ſtrictly commanded all their 
| Adherents, 


(+) Hoc animo eftate; ut , Res poſtulet omnia Sendatis ut 
Chriftum retincatis. Maldonat. in loc. Hebreus mos loguendi. Grot. 
ibid. IF thou wilt be perfect, i, e. If thou wilt aſcend to that 
big ber Pitch to which I come to raiſe Men upon the Contempla- 
tion of the Rewards of Heaven, then muſt thou, whenſoever it is 
required of thee, either directly, as I zow do command thee, fell 
all that thou haſt, and give to the Poor, &. Hammond in oc. If 
thou wilt be perfect, 2. e. fully inſtructed in the higheſt Doctrines 
of my Religion, then go and, now I require it of thee, fell al! 
that thou hait, c. Whitby in lic. It does not appear but the 
young Man might have done well, if he had gone away ſatisfied 
with Chri//'s firſt Anfwer. So that our Saviour does not ſeem to 
have bidden him fell his Eſtate as a Thing abſolutely neceſſary 
to his being 2 goad Man, but only as a Thing neceſlary at that 
Time to his being a Preacher of the Goſpel; and that he might 
reprove his Confidence; and that he might have an Occaſion to 
repreſent to his Diſciples the great Danger and Miſchief of the 
Love of Riches, Dr. Clarke's Annotat. in loc. e 4 
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Adherents, on pain of Death and at the Peril of their 
Salvation, to reſerve no Property to themſelves, but 
to bring all their Money into one public Bank and 
Treaſury : And they further aſſerted, that it was un- 
lawful for any Chriſtians to bear any Office of Magiſtra- 
cy ; and yet theſe very Men, when they had by theſe 
Means gained a great Acceſſion to their Party, and 
brought their Diſciples over to their Meaſures, made 
John of Leyden their King, whom one of their own 
Propkets, in the Name of God, declared to be Monarch 
of the whole World, They openly juſtified and prac- 
tiſed Polygamy, and made ſuch a dreadful Inſurrection, 
and raiſed ſo horrible a Rebellion in Munſter, which, 
after many Barbarities, Cruelties, and Murthers, was at 
length with great Difficulty quelled and ſuppreſſed (i), 
as ought to make all Ferſons extreamly cautious 
how they liſten to ſuch Preachers, who endeavour to 
inſtil ſuch Fanatical Notions into their Minds. And 
the beſt Way to make Trial of the Sincerity of ſuch 
Preachers would be to deſire them to give an undeni- 
able Proof and Example of this Doctrine in their own 
Perſons, by diſpoſing of all their own Effects for the 
Relief of the Poor, before they require them to pay 
any due Regard to their Inſtructions, But, 

Secondly, Another Way by which we may diſcern 
when any particular Texts of Scripture are not obliga- 
tory in the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe of the Letter in all 
Ages of the Church, is, when ſuch Texts, thus ſeverely 
interpreted, are inconſiſtent with ſeveral other clear and 
expreſs Paſſages of Scripture which relate to the ſame 
Matter: For it is impoſſiblethatthe Holy Scripture ſhould 
contradict itſelf; and therefore we cannot conclude any 
thing from any obſcure and doubtful Text of Scripture, 
when it is manifeſtly repugnant to the plain and evident 
Senſe of other Places which concern the ſame Points. 
Thus for Inſtance, when the Quakers would infer from 


Zalt. v. 39, that all War is unlawful, this cannot by 
| any 
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(i) Vid. Slidan, Commentar. Üb. x. in principio. 


(38) | 
any means be the Senſe of this Text, not only becauſe 
this Notion is abſolutely inconſiſtent with common 
Senſe and Reaſon, and with the Safety of private Per- 
fons and public Kingdoms by the Acknowledgment of 
the Quałers themſelves, as was before obſerved (H; but 
alſo becauſe it is directly repugnant to other plain and 
clear Places of Holy Scripture. Thus, when, among 
other Perſons who came to John the Baptiſt to be bap- 
tized of him, the Soldiers came and demanded of him 
what they muſt do? The Anſwer he gave them was, that 
they ſhould do Violence to no Man, nor accuſe any falſely, 
and be content with their Wages. Luk. iii. 14, Now, if the 
military Profeſſion had been unlawtul, the Baptiſt's An- 
ſwer would have been inſufficient, It would have been 
his bounden Duty (and the Sincerity of that honeſt 
Preacher would not have ſuffered him to have been 
wanting therein) to have told them plainly and clearly; 
that the Life of a Soldier was abſolutely ſinful, and 
that they mult intirely quit and depart from it, if they 
expected to be admitted into the Kingdom of God; 
St. Luke calls Cornelius the Centurion à devout Man, 
and one that feared God, Acts x. 2; which Character 
he would never have given to him, if his very Profef- 
ſion had been directly contrary to the Commands cf 
Chriſt. And St. Paul takes notice of the ſame kind of 
Men without paſſing the leaſt Reflection on their 
Function, 2 Tim. ii. 4. To give only one Inſtance 
more of this Matter: Thus, when our Bleſſed Saviour 
exhorts us to diſtribute our Charity from a true and ſin- 
cere Principle, without any Vanity and Oſtenta- 
tion, He delivers Himſelf in very general Terms; 
Let not your Left-hand know what your Right-hand doeth, 
Matt. vi. 3. But this cannot be a certain Rule whereby 
our Charity is to be directed in all Caſes : For then all 

blic Charities, which are moſt conſiderable for the 


Honour of God and Religion, would be forbidden by 
the 
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the Gof el, as a moſt learned Biſhop of our Church 
hath well remarked (1). And in this View of that 
Text the Words would be utterly irreconcileable with 
what our Lord requires of us in the ſame divine Ser- 
mon, viz, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven, Matt. v. 16. For at this Rate we ſhould be 
reſtrained by our Saviour from ſetting an Example of 
that Virtue, which is the greateſt and moſt excellent Part 
of our holy Religion, Our Saviour's Meaning there- 
fore in this Place is plainly this, That, when we be 
ſtow our Alms on our poor Brethren, we ſhould be 
particularly careful that we do not perform this Duty 
put of Vanity or Oſtentation, but from a true and ge- 
nuine Principle of the Love of God; but not that we 
ſhould never do an Act of Charity even to a particular 
Perſon in the Sight of Men: For it is one Thing to do 
our Works of Charity in the Sight of Men, and quite 
another Thing to do them on purpoſe that Men may 
fee them, | 

Many other Inſtances might be added, if it were 
neceſſary; but theſe may be ſufficient to ſhew the extreme 
Folly and Danger of interpreting theſe and the like 
Paſſages of Scripture in the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe 
of the Letter, when they are, conſidered in that View, 
not only repugnant to many other clear and expreſs 
Texts in the Word of God, but alſo manifeſtly incon- 
ſiſtent with common Senſe and Reaſon, And the 
learned Writer himſelf, who, as I reminded you be- 
fore, hath moſt ſtrenuouſly laboured this Point of the 
Neceſſity of Mens parting with their Eſtates from the 
Texts abovementioned, hath, at laſt, thought it expe- 
dient to ſoften the Matter a little, by faying, * that it 
is not neceſſary that a Man ſhould ſell all that he 
* hath, becauſe that was the Expreſſion uſed to the 
5 young Man, but it is neceſſary that he ſhould com- 


© ply 
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(*) Stilling fct's Sermons, Vol. II. pag. 404. 
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© ply with the Thing ſignified; and he ſufficiently 
$ ſelleth all, who gives away his Eſtate, and who parts 
£ with the Self-enjoyment of it, and maketh it the 
Support of thoſe that want it (m).“ But this, as an 
eminent Preacher of our Church expreſſes it, is a 
wonderful Way of explaining, one's ſelf n). And it does 
in no wiſe extenuate the Difficulty of the harſh Inter- 
3 of the Text we are now upon; ſince it would 

all one in effect for a Man to part with his Eſtate 
intirely, as to keep it in his Hands without having any 
Enjoyment thereof. And in this Light what Senſe could 
we make of thoſe many Places in Holy Scripture, 
where Riches are ſaid to be the Gift and Bleſſing of 
God to good Men. I will recite only one or two for 
Example ſake : Thus ſaith the Viſe Man, Honour the 
Lord with thy Subſtance, &c. ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled 
with Plenty, and thy Preſſes burſt out with new Wine, 
Prov. iii. 9, 10. So likewiſe faith the P/almiſt, Bleſſed 
is the Man that feareth the Lord, &c. Wealth and 
Riche: ſhall be in his Houſe, Pal. cxii. 1, 3. i. e. ſays 
an excellent Paraphraſt, his Eſtate ſhall not only be 
rich and plentiful, but ſo firmly ſettled and entailed 
on his Poſterity, that they ſhall reap the perpetual 
Fruit of his Juſtice and Charity (). To which I will 
only add that remarkable Saying of St. Paul, that 
God grveth us richly all Things to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 17 (p). 
Which would be a very odd kind of Expreſſion, if, ac- 
cording to our modern Inſtructors, we were not al. 
lowed to have any Enjoyment of them. 

And thus I have gone through all that I propoſed 
to offer to your Conſideration, with regard to ſome fatal 
Errors and Miſtakes into which I humbly think you 


are unhappily fallen; and I have dwelt longer upon 
: them 


— 


ä 


(m) Law's Chriſtian Perfection, pag. 115. | 
(n) Dr. Trapp's Four Diſcourſes on biing rightrous gvermn: h, 


23. 
FY. ) Biſhop Patric in toc. 
( 70 Vid. Ham mend Annatat. in loc. 
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them than I thought I ſhould have done, in order to 
rive you the fnller and more compleat Satisfaction. 
All that I would now defire of you is, that you would 
take the Arguments here propoſed ro you into your 
ſerious Conſideration, and judge of them with the fame 
Candour and Friendſhip with which they are rendered 
unto you. Quit yourſelves like Men, and be not hurried 
away with Noiſe and Clamour ; but exerciſe that Rea» 
ſon and Underſtanding with which God hath endued 
you, And, as the Apottle adviſes, be not like Children 
roſſed to and fro, and carried about with every Wind of 
Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Fph. iv. 14. Con- 
ſider that many of you are Members of the beſt and 
moſt excellent Church in the World, as many learned 
Men have clearly demonſtrated ; and to the Excellency 
of whoſe Communion many of its profeſſed Adverſa- 
ries have given particular Atteſtation (q). So long then 
az you continue in the Communion of this Church, and 
live up to the holy Precepts and Inſtructions therein 
delivered, you will be ſafe; and if there be any thing 
in the Doctrine thereof which adminifters any Doubts ' 
and Uneafinefs to your Minds, let me intreat you to 
have Recourſe to your proper Faſtors, who will, doubt- 
leſs, if you will hearken to Reaſon, and abide by the 
clear and undeniable Principles of Holy Scripture, give 
you full and intire Satisfaction about it. And do not 
by any means forſake thoſe Paſtors, and give up your- 
ſelves to the Direction of ſuch Guides as have nothing 
to recommend them above the others, but vain and idle 
Pretences to Inſpiration, and intimate Converſations 
with God, and ſuch immediate and powerful Effects 
of their Preaching, as have cauſed in ſome of their 
Hearers the moſt dreadful Shriekings and Groanings, 
and terrible Convulſions and Agitations, and have 
thrown others down to the Ground, where they lay for 
lome Time as if they were dead, *cill they were reco- 

vered 
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vered by their Prayers and Aſſiſtance (r). To which 


Enthuſiaſtic Extravagancies if the Divines of our 
Church had pretended, they would have been abhorred 
by all ſober and ſerious Chriſtians, and deſervedly the 
Objects of your own Scorn and Deriſion. 

Conſider that the worſt and vileit Heretics among 
the Antients, and the molt Fanatical and Enthuftaltical 
Perſons among the Moderns, have ever laid Claim to 
ſuch extraordinary Revelations and Communications 
with God, who nevertheleſs did wallow and abound 
in all Manner of Uancleanneſs and Impurity : As hath 
been fully ſhewn by Ireneus and Epiphanius of old, 
and of late by many learned Writers (5s). And there- 
fore, whenſoever we find Men arrogating to themſelves 
ſuch extraordinary Illuminations, we ſhould always be 
very jealous of them, leſt, notwithſtanding their Ap- 
pearance in Sheeps Cloathing, they thould in the End 
prove to be nothing elſe but ſeducing Spirits, and 
grievous Wolves, net ſparing the Flock, 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
Acts xx. 29, And we ſhould not give the leaſt Heed 
to their Pretenſions, till they can make them good by 
working real and undoubted Miracles, as the Apoltles 


and primitive Chriſtians did in Teſtimony of their 


Commiſſion. For otherwile, if you will not endure 
ſound Doctrine (and fuch as I am confident, if it is 
not preached in the Church of England, it is no-where 
preached in the Chriſtian World) but will Heap to your- 
ſelves Teachers, having itching Ears, 2 Tim. iv. 3. If 
you will not try the Spirits whether they be of God, but 
will believe every Spirit that comes to you with extra- 
vagant Pretenſions to ſpiritual Gifts and Illuminations, 


you will ſoon find that many falſe Prophets are gone out 
| into 
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Vid. Entbaſiaſm, &c. cempar d, Part III. p. 23, Cc. 32, 
Ec. 303, &c. | 

(5) Fid. Dr, Cave's Primitive Chriftianity, Part II. chap. 5. 
Part III chap 1. S1iliing fleet on the Idolatry of the Church 
of Nome, chap. 4. Downers Methodi/m examin a, patim. Es- 
thufiaſm, &c. compar'd, Part I. p. 6, Cc. 
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into the World, 1 John iv. 1, who, it is much to be 
feared, wili deceive you to your own Ruin. _ 
I am ſenſible that that which prejudices you ſo much 
againſt a conflant Communion with your proper Paſtors 
is the Repreſentation which is given to you by your 
New Teachers of the Church Party, and indeed of 
all who do not follow their Guidance and Direction, 
viz. That they are a carnal and wicked Generation, 
void of all Piety and Goodneſs, and intirely devored 
to the Riches and Pleatures of this World (c); 
and therefore there is a Neceſſity you ſhould avoid 
them as much as you can, left their evil Communi- 
cation ſhould corrupt your good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
And particularly the Clergy of our Church are ſtig- 
matized by ſome of your New Teachers under the 
vileſt Characters, ſuch as for Decency-ſake I do not 
chuſe to repeat (u). And a late confident Writer of 
the Party hath reproached them as Hypocrites and 
Deceivers, who have inurely renounced and diſclaimed 
many of thoſe Articles of the Church to which they 
have given their ſolemn Subſcripnons (w-). And is 
this all the Return that is made to (I will be bold to 
ſay) the wiſelt and moſt learned Body of Clergy that 
is to be found in the whole Chriſtian World, for the 
many and great Services which they have done to 
this Nation in ſeveral Reſpects? One would rather have 
thought (as I formerly obſerved upon another Occa- 
lion (x), that the many noble Foundations of Piety and 
Charity which have been eſtabliſhed by the Engliſb 
Clergy, the innumerable and excellent Books which 
they have publiſhed in all Parts of uſeful Learning, as 
well Claſſical and Hiſtorical, Philoſophical and Mathe- 
matical, as in Theology and Morality ; the reſtlets and 
unwearied Endcavours of many of them tor the Do 
| G 2 0 
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(t) Enthuſiaſm, &c. compar d, Part. I. p. 17. Part. I. p. 117. 
(u) Vid. Enthuſiaſm, &. Part I. p. 10. Part II. p. 125. 
(w) Metho iſm diſplay d throughout. 

(x) Diſcourſe on the L5r1's Day, I. 329, 330. 
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of Souls; and particularly the brave and generous 
Stand which they made by their immortal Writings, 
and invincible Courage and Patience, in a late Critical 


FJundure, when our Religion, Laws, and Liberties 


were in the moſt extreme Danger, ſhould be moſt grate- 
fully remembered by all the People of this Land, and 
forever endear and recommend that Sacred Order to 
the Love and Eſteem, the Honour and Veneration of 
all true Proteſtants and Engliſhmen. 

But to return to the Objections againſt the Members 
of our Church, and the Miniſters thereof. 

To the t Part of the Objection I anſwer, that the 
Nation in general is very wicked, and the Lives of too 
many Chriſtians axe very unſuitable to their holy Pro- 
feſſion. But then we deſire to know when the Condi- 
tion of the Chriſtian World was otherwiſe, the three 
firſt Ages of the Church excepted ? And our Saviour 
hath by the Parable of the Tares among the W heat 
let us know, that we muſt expect a Mixture of bad and 

Men in the Church 'till the Day of Judgment, 

t. xiii. 24, Se. And yet, as bad as the Nation 
is, there are, God be praiſed, in every Pariſh therein 
ſeveral truly pious and devout Perſons of all Ranks and 
Degrees, who are an Honour and Credit to our Relis 

gion. 

But yet, ſuppoſing the Caſe was otherwiſe, this is no 
Juſt Reaſon why any of you ſhould leave the Commu- 
nion of your proper Paitors in the, Church; ſince, if 
you live in a very wicked World, it is your Duty 
to ſtem the Torrent of ſuch Wickednefs, and to en- 
deavour to bring about a general Reformation, by 
your ; pious Inſtructions and good Examples, as our 
Bleſſed Saviour and the Apoſtles did, And thus our 
Lord adviſes and directs in this Caſe, Let your Light ſa 

ſhine before Men, that ihey may ſee your good Works, and 
glorify your Father which is in Heaven, Matt. v. 16. 
And, as the Apoſtle obſerved to the Phelippiaus, you 
ſhould be blameteſs and harmleſs, the Sons of God, with- 
out —— in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, 
g among 
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among «whom you ſhould ſhine as Lights gn the Weg 
Chap. it. 15 And if ſome of you have been amend 
in your Morals ſince your Attachment to your New 
Teachers, (which may perhaps be the Caſe, inaſmuch 
as the Effects of Enthuſiaſm are often ſtrorg and power- 
ful, tho? ſeldom very laſting) we are to far, from en- 
vying, your Perfection, that we very mugh rejoice there- 
at. But we would carpeſtly adviſe you to be fully aſ- 
fured of the Reality of your Attainments, ſince there 
is a manifeſt Difference between true ſincere Goſpel 
Piety, which manifeſts itſelf in all the Graces and Vir- 
tues of a good Liſe, and a Phariſaical Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, grounded upon a high Conceit and Imagi- 
nation of one's own Qualifications and Perfections. And, 
what Opinion ſoever you may have of your own En- 
dow ments, yet let me earneſtly perſuade you to beware 
of cenſuring and damning thole who do not join them- 
ſelves to your Sect and Party, as too many Perſons 
among you are apt to do (y); ſince among the genuine 
Fruits of the Spirit enumerated by St. Paul in Galat. 
v. 22, Cc. the very firſt of them all is That of Love 
or Charity ; and what, are the Effects of this Charity, 
and how neceſſary it is to eternal. Salvation, the Apoſtle 
ſhews at large in 1 Cer. chap. xiii, which I beg you 
will read and conſider at your Leiſure. And then, 

Secondly, As to the Reficftions caſt upon ns by your 
New Inſtructors, we will not by any means recriminate 
in this Caſe; for that is a low and paltry Inflance of 
Self- Defence, and it would be very imprudent and dan- 
gerous to do it at this Time; for ſurely ſuch great 
Sinners as we are accounted to be, and which, after the 
Example of the Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, we are ready 
to acknowledge ouriclves to be, 1 77m, i. 15, are never 
to be drawn into a Compariſon with ſuch Eminent 
Saints, who are lo much tavoured by God and Chriſt 
as to have an intimate Union and Communion with 


them. 
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(5) Vid. Entbuſſaſin, &c. compar d, Part II. p. 117. 


(46) 

them. And indeed, if they were Perſons of ſuch ex- 
traordinary Piety and Accompliſhments as they would 
feem to be, they would never have enticed you from 
the Communion of the Church, and the Miniftration 


of your legal Paſtors, under the Pretence of greater 


Illuminations and Perfections; neither would they have 
inſtructed their Followers in fantaſtical Notions of the 
New Birth and Election, and the Aſſurance of Salvation, 
which, as hath been clearly ſhewn in the prefent Diſ- 
courſe, have not the leaſt Foundation in the Word of 
God. But they would have informed their Hearers of 
the indiſpenſable Duty of Obedience to their appointed 
Paſtors, fo long as their Inſtructions were agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures, which the Apoſtle plainly requires 
of them in Hebr. xiii. 17; and they would have joined 
their Endeavours and Labours with them, in preaching 
the Eſſential Doctrines of the Goſpel, and the important 
Duties of Faith, Repentance, and Obedience. And it 

had acted in this Manner, they would have found al! 
poſſible Reſpect from all our Clergy ; and their Churches 
would at all Times have been open to them, and we 
ſhould have returned them our moſt hearty Thanks 
for their Labour of Love, and aſſiſting us in promot- 
ing the eternal Happineſs and Salvation of the People 
committed to our Charge And thus our Bleſfed 
Saviour, who was infinite in Wiſdom, conducted Him- 
ſelf in this Caſe: When he came into the World, the 
Jewiſb Church was ſunk and degenerated into the very 
toweſt Degree of Corruption, and the Paſtors thereof 
were become brutiſh, Fer. x. 21. And ] hope this is 


* far from being the Condition of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 


at prefent, in every Part of which there are doubtleſs 
many burning and ſhining Lights. And yet our Bleſſed 
Lord did not for that Reaſon draw away the Fes 
from their Subjection to their appointed Paſtors, nor 
endeavour to form them into ſeparate Parties and Fac- 
tions, but he confiantly communicated with the Fewi/h 
Church in all its Offices and Adminiſtrations; and ex- 


preſsly told the People that the Scribes and Phariſees fat 
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in Moſes'; Seat : All therefore (faith he) that they Bid 
you obſerve, that obſerve and do; but do ye not after their 
Works, for they ſay and do not. Matt. xxili. 2, 3. And 
Jaſt of all, with regard to that Part of the Objection 
made to our Clergy for their Inſincerity in ſubſcribing 
to the Articles of the Church: We reply, that the 
Perſon who hath laid this to our Charge 1s too raſh and 
haſty in his Cenſure. All the Ground of this Calumny, 
which is here ſo ſeverely pointed againſt us, is, that we do 
not aſſent to the Articles concerning Original Sin, Pre- 
deſtination, c. in that ſtrict Calviniſtical Senſe in which, 
as he imagines, they were compiled, And we freely 
own that we do not; and yet we are fully perſuaded, 
that we ſubſcribe them with great Sincerity, For, as 
the moſt learned E xpoſitor of them hath judiciouſly 
obſcrved, though there is no doubt but that they who 
drew up thoſe Articles did themſelves go ſtrictly into 
the Notions of Calviniſm ; yet they were Perſons of 
that Temper and Moderation, that they framed them 
under ſuch a Latitude of Expreſſion, that Men might 
honeſtly ſubſcribe them, tho* they had nor ſuch rigid 
and ſevere Thoughts and Conceptions of theſe Points of 
Doctrine as themſelves (x). And I humbly think that 
the Church of England is very much obliged to this great 
Prelate for ſetting this Matter in fo ſtrong and clear a 
Light as he hath done, And our anonymous Author 


| might have ſpared this outragious Cenſure of a pious 


and learned Body of Clergy, *till he could have fully 

anſwered the Arguments alledged by this illuſtrious 

—_—_ which I am confident he will never be able to 
O. | 


And now I muſt renew my Exhortation to you to 
conſider ſeriouſly what I have here laid before you, and 
to compare the Arguments which I have now advanc'd 
with the clear and plain Declarations of God's Word. 
And, if you will do this heartily and ſincerely, I am 

in 
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(=) Burnet on the XXXIX Articles, p. 8, 116, 168. 
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in great Hopes you will be thoroughly convinced, that 
your Notions of the Nieto Birth, Election and the Aſus 
rance of Salvation, with the other Points which 1 have now 
examined, have not the leaſt Support and Countenance 
from the Holy Scriptures, , And if this friendly Ad- 
dreſs of mine ſhall have ſo much Effect upon any ore 
or more of you, as to convince you of thoſe Errors 
to which you are now expoled, or be the Means of pre- 
venting any other Members of the Church from falling 
into them; I ſhall think my Time and Pains well he. 
ſtowed. But if they ſhould fail of this good Effect, 


and you ſhould {iill reſolutely adhere to your Notions: 


which I have now animadverted upon; in this Caſe [ 
earneſtly intreat you, that, notwithſtanding your Senti- 
ments in theſe Particulars, you would conſtantly com- 
municate with the eſtabliſhed Church, and ftick cloſe 
to thoſe Perſons ro whoſe Care the Providence of God 
hath committed you : And then, if you conſtantly 
communicate with the Church, and obſerve all the 
holy Rules and Precepts of it, in a due Submiſſion to 
your proper Paſtors, your Notions in the Points before 
mentioned, how ill grounded ſocver, may not be of 
any Prejudice to your Salvation. For the moſt rigid 
Calviniſts, tho? they thought that no one could pcflibly 
be ſaved that was not within the Decree of Election, 
as was before remarked (a), yet they were as earneſt in 
perſuading all Sinners to repent, and to live in the 
Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, as if they had not main- 
tained any ſuch Doctrine at all. And they agreed that 
there could be no ſurer Sign that any Man was elected 
to Salvation than his believing the Goſpel, and living 
in Obedience to the holy Rules and Precepts of it. 
And tho? at preſent you do often communicate with 
the cſtabliſhed Church, and receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment therein, yet there will be great Danger in fol. 


lowing thele New Guides, ſince in virtue of- their pre- 
tended 
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tended Gifts, and extraordinary Endowments, you will 
in all Probability be at length finally drawn away from 
the Church into ſeparate Communions : For the Motions 
of Enthuſiaſm as they are very violent, ſo they are apt 
to exceed all Bounds and Limits in their Effects and 
Operations, And if this ſhould happen, you will by 
forſaking the Church and the Communion of your own 
Paſtors, not only act in direct Contradiction to the 
Commands of God, Hebr. xiii. 17, but by conſtantly 
adhering to the Miniſtration of thoſe who thus entice 
you from the Communion of the Church. and claim 
a Juriſdiction independent on their proper Biſhops (5), 
you will incur the Guilt of the great and dangerous 
Sin of Schiſm (c), tho? the Perſons to whom you ad- 
join yourſelves ſhould contend for the Articles of the 
Church, and make uſe of its publick Service and Litur- 
gy, notwithſtanding what one of your late Writers 
hath ſuggeſted to the contrary (d). And how great 4 
Sin it will be to make a cauſeleſs Sepatation from the 
true Church of Chriſt, St. Pau! clearly ſhews in many 
of his Epiſtles. Thus faith he to the Corinthians, I bes 


that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be 
perfelliy joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ſame Fuagment, 1 Cor. i. 10. And again he earneſtly 
exhorts the Epheſians, that they ſhould endeavour 70 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, chap, 
Iv. 3; for which he gives a very good Reaſon in ano» 
ther Place, viz, that by one Spirit we are all baptized 
into one Body, i. e. the Church, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Our 
Blefled Saviour aſſures us, that as the Branch can. 
net bear Fruit of itſelf except it abide in the Vine, no 

H mor 
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Vid. Enthufiaſm, &c. compar*d, Part. II. p. 124 to 127. 

(c) Ecdefie ſalus in ſummi ſacerdotis dignitate pendit cui fi non 
cor. quedam & ab omnibus eminens detur poteſlar, tot in Eccleſia 
efficientur ſchiſmata, quot ſacerdotes. Hieronym. ad. Luciferianos. 

(4) Methodiſm diſplay'd, p. 29. Vid. Dedwell 's Separation of 
Churches, chop, x 
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more can we, except we abide in Him. Jobn xv. 4. And 
in what Manner all true Chriſtians are united to Chriſt 
St. Paul ſhews us very plainly in his Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
fians, where, ſpeaking of the Honour and Glory to 
which Chriſt was advanced by God the Father, he tells 
us, that God hath given Him to be the Head over all 
Things to the Church, which is His Body, chap. 1. 22, 
23 , and he obſerves the ſame Thing in chap. iv 15, 16, 
and makes that an Argument that we ſhould not be 
carried away with every Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight 
of Men, ver. 14. and be thereby deceived into a Sepa · 
ration from the Church, And how a Man can be 


united to Chriſt the Head of the Church without an 


Union with that Body of which He is the Head, is paſt 
my Underſtanding and Comprehenſion. And there is 
not any one Particular in which the antient Fathers of 
the Church are more agreed than in condemning a 
needleſs Separation from the true Church of Chriſt in 
Subordination to its proper Biſhops. This may be ſeen 
very evidently in many Parts of St. Ignatins's Epiſtles, 
And when ſome Perſons under the Umbrage ot their 
Spiritual Gifts (e) had made an unhappy Diviſion in 
the Church of Corinth, we may ſee how mightily 
St. Clement (whom St. Paul calls his Fellow-Labourer, 
and whoſe Name was in the Book of Life, Pbil. iv. 3.) 
bewails this Misfortune, and how earneſtly he exhorts 
them to Unity and Peace (f); and, as a moſt learned 
Author judiciouſly obſerves, he did not think that their 
being endued with extraordinary Gifts could give them 
any Privilege of Exemption from the Authority of their 
Spiritual Governors (g). When Perſons have an im- 
mediate Authority from God to make any particular 

Revelation 


— 1 


— 


—_— 


9 


(e) Cum occaſione hominum quorundam qui donis ſpiritus extraor- 
dinariis inſigniti adverſus Ecclefias Reftores inſurgebant, w_ 4 
ſehiſmate laboraret Eccleſia Corinthiaca, &c, Cave, Hiltor, Liter. 
Yol. I. p. 18, 

cen. 1 Ep. ad Corinth, 

4 Dodcuell 's Separation of Churches, &c, chap. 19. p. 446. 
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Revelation of His Will, and can atteſt their Commiſ- 
ſion by undoubted Miracles, there is no-Doubt but 
that they have a Right, nay and that it is their bounden 
Duty to publiſh ſuch a Revelation in Oppoſition to all 
the Powers of this World, both Fccleſiaſtical and Civil. 
In this Caſe the Scripture Rule is, that we ought to obey 


, God rather than Men, Acts v. 29, But the being en- 
, dued with uncommon Gifts of the Spirit was never 
e thought to be a ſufficient Excuſe for any Perſon's making 
U 


a Separation from the Church of Cbriſt, and much 
leſs for ſetting himſelf up in Oppoſition to the Governors 
thereof, And accordingly we find St, Clement warm- 
ly addreſſing himſelf to theſe ſpiritually gifted Perſons, 
and repreſenting to them the great Sin and Danger of 
making ſuch Diviſions : For thus faith he to them, 
It would be better for you to be found little, but of 
« good Reputation, in the Sheepfold of Cłriſt, than to 
* {rem to yourſelves ſuperior to others, and be caſt out 
« of His Hope or Fold (5) Jrenæus expreſsly de- 
clares that they who do not communicate with the 


ir Church are not Partakers of God's Spirit, but deprive 
in themſelves of Life, for where the Church is, there is 
ly che Spirit of God (i). St. Cyprian ſaith, that he who 
IT, Latb not the Church for his Mother cannot have God for 
.) 1%, Father (). And the Words of St. Auſtin are very 
rts ſevere upon this Occaſion : ** Whoſoever, ſaith be, 
ed © ſhall ſeparate himſelf from the Catholic Church, 
eir “ how commendably ſoever he may imagine himſelf 
em to behave in other Reſpects, yet on the Account of 


„ this one Wickedneſs, chat he is disjoined from the 
2F H 2 Unity 


— 


% "Auer d ig iy T6 moprip Te xfit unpòe 2 
eiue af sgi, N xa) ννοννπννν Porivles ixeipl a iR 
seid avis Clem. Ep. od Corinth. F. 5. 

(i) Cujus, & ſeq. Spiritus non ſunt participes qui non concur- 
unt ad Eccleſiam, ſed ſemet ipſos fraudant a vita. Ubi enim Ec- 
ira, ibi, & ſpiritus Dei. Irenæus, lib. iii. cap. 40. 

( Habere jam non poteſt Deum Patrem, gui Ercleſiam non, 
aber Matrem. Cyp. de Unitat, Eccleſia, | 
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© Unity of Chri/, ſhall not have Life, but the Wrath 
*© of God abideth on him (J).“ 

I am ſenſible theſe will be thought very hard and 
ſevere Sayings, but they are, as you have ſeen clearly, 
founded on the Word of God, and perfectly agree- 
able to the Scntiments of all the other antient Writers 
of the Church. And I urge them not to paſs the 
leaſt Cenſure and Judgment upon any ſerious and de- 
vout Chriſtians who are of a different Communion 
and Perſuaſion from our own, for whom there is no 
one living who hath greater Charity than myſelf, if 
they hold the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and are truly pious and ſincere towards God, humble 
and modeſt in their Demeanour, and charitible towards 
their Brethren, But I only thought proper at this 
Time to lay them before you, the better to repreſent 
to you the great Danger and Miſchiet you may expoſe 
yourſelves to by running after gified Mer, and in con- 
ſequence thereof withdrawing yourſelves from the Com- 
munion of the very beſt Church this Day in the 
World. And therefore let what kath been delivered 
upon this Head, from the Holy Scriptures and the 
Teſtimonies of the Primitive Writers of the Church, 
be a Caution to you to keep cloſe to the Communion 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and to adhere to your ap- 
pointed Paſtors, whatever your Notions of the New 
Birth and Election may be, And I am confident you 
will find them as diligent and zealous, nay and much 
more ſo, in the promoting the great Affair of your 
etcrnal Salvation, than any of your New Teachers will 
ever be. For it hath been fatally obſerved, that moſt 
of the Diviſions and other Miſchieis which have been 
raiſed in the Church of God, have been owing to crafty 
and deſigning Men, who have preteaded to uncommon 
b | | Gifts 
(4) Ruiſquis ab hac Catholica Eccleſia fuerit ſeparatust quam 
vumlibet laudabiliter ſe vivere exiſtimot, hoc ſolo ſcelere quod a 
Chriſti unitate disſanctus eft, non habebit witam, ſed ira Det 


manet ſuper ipſum. Aguſt. Epiſt. 152. ; 
The E»g/i/s Reader may ſee theſe three laſt Citations in Arch- 


biſhop Potter on Church Government, p. 15 and 18. 
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Gifts and ſupernatural Endowments, - And for this 
Reaſon you ſhould always be upon your guard, and en- 
tertain the greater Jealouſy and Suſpicion of thoſe 
who would deceive you by ſuch Pretenſions. And in 
caſe you ſhould now and then perceive an unworthy 
Perſon in the Miniſtry of the Church, yet be not fo 
unjuſt and unreaſonable as to draw an Objection from 
hence (as is too commonly done) againſt the whole 
Order, For it is not to be expected, that, in ſo large 
a Number of Perſons, there ſhould not be found ſome 
who are departed out of the Way, and cauſe many ta 
Bumble at the Law, Malach. ii. 8. But I hope in God 
ſuch as theſe are in Compariſon but very few : Tho? 
be they never ſo few, they are too many to be endured 
under any Chriſtian Adminiſtration. But remember. 
that of the Twelve Apoltles choſen by our Bleſſed 
Saviour Himſelf, one had a Devil, Joh, vi. 70. And 
in ſuch a Caſe if you would act the Part of good 
Chriſtians you ſhould pray earneſtly to God for the 
Converſion of any wicked Miniſters of Chrift, and if 
you have Power, you would do well to have them 
brought under the Cenſures of the Church for their 
juit Admonition and Correction; and if it ſhould be 
the hard Lot of any of you (and a very hard Lot I 
own it to be to any ſober and ſerious Chriſtian) to be 

laced under the immediate Care of an idle and vicious 
Mioiſter, who is a Diſgrace and Scandal to his holy. 
Function: In ſuch a Caſe I beg of you. to conſider, that 
the Effects of Chriſt's Ordinances are not in the leaſt 
impaired, nor the Grace of the Sacraments diminiſhed 
on Account of thejr being adminiſtred by the Hands 
of unworthy Men, as our Church hath wiſely deter- 


mined in her XX Vith Article. Or if your Prejudice 


and Averſion to ſuch a Miniſter ſhould be ſo great, (as 
there would indeed be ſufficient Ground and Reaſon 
for it) that you cannot bear to communicate with him 
in the Service of the Church, nor to hear the Word 
preached by him without the utmolt Indignation; then 


1 would adviſe you to that (which I would do myſelf 
| 2 


(54) 
in ſuch a Juncture) and that is, not to leave the Com- 
munion of the Church by reaſon of ſuch a profligate 
Miniſter, but to repair to ſome other Pariſh Church in 
the Neighbourhood, where you may hear the Word of 
God to your Edification, and join in the publick Ser- 
vice with Heart and Devotion; and there is no Doubt 
to be made but that you would have the tacit Conſent 
of your Biſhop in ſo doing. I have often wondered 
indeed, that there ſhould be found any Perſons among 
thoſe who wait at the Altar who ſhould be wanting in 
this Reſpect, when they do not ſeem to be deficient in 

others; and who ſhould not preſently perceive the 
abſolute Neceſlity of a ſober, diligent and pious Life and 
Converſation, to warm and enliven the Devotions of 
their People, and to give due Force and Efficacy to 
their Inſtructions. Nay, and that they are not put in 
mind thereof, by the very Garments which they wear, 
when they are engaged in the Service of the Church 
and adminiſter the Sacraments ; the Pureneſs of which is 
deſigned to be an Emblem of that Sanctity with which 
thoſe Perſons ſhould be adorned who perform the ſacred 
Functions; ſince as the Apoſtle obſerves, Fine Linnen 
zs the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, Rev. xix. 8. I have, 
F fay, been often aſtoniſn'd at this, when the very Pagans 
themfelves inferted it into the Defintions of an able 
Orator, that he muſt have the Eſtimation and Character 
of a good Man (m). And Mr. Hobbes himſelf rightly 
obſerves that ** That which taketh away the Reputa- 
tion of Sincerity, is the doing or ſaying ſuch Things 
* as appear to be Signs that what they require other 
* Men to believe is not believed by themſelves, all 
„ which Doings or Sayings are therefore call'd ſcan- 
* dalous, becauſe they be Stumbling-blocks that make 
* Men to fall in the way of Religion (n).“ But ſince 
there ever have been and probably will always be tome 


ſuch diſgraceful Perſons in the Church, and even one 4 
/ tne 


(m) Si vere oft bene dicendi ſcientia, quem nos finem ſequimar ut 
erator fit in primis vir bonus. Quintil, Inſtitut, lib ii. cap. 19. 
Sit ergo nobis orator quem inſtituimus, — vir bonus diccundi peritus. 
Idem. lib. xi. cap. i. 

„ Loviath. Part I. chap. xi. pag. 58. 
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the Twelve Choſen by infinite Wiſdom itſelf was worſe than 
any we can now complain of, the moſt prudent Rule 
of judging in this Caſe is to take the World as we tind 
it, and not to make the Folly and Stupidity of others, 
the Occaſion of our own falling. But tho? there are 
none of us of the Clergy, who will connive at the 
Faults of any of our own Order, but will be ready at 
all Times to cenſure and reproach them; yet I hope, 
and am well aſſured, that we do not deſerve to be drawa 
and ſet forth in theſe black and horrid Colours, in 
which ſome of your New Teachers have repreſented 
us (o). They might have look'd into their own Jour- 
nals and been there reminded of what ſhameful Vices 
they have acknowledged themſelves to be guilty (9). 
And it would have become them to have caſt out the Beam 
that is in their own Eye, before they endeavour to pull 
the Mote out of the Eyes of their Bretbern. Matt. vii, 4. 
And the Reproaches which they have caſt upon our 
Order, give us no Trouble and Concern on any other 
Account, than that they may poſſibly be the Means of 
laying a Prejudice in your way againſt our Communion, 
But I hope you will in this Cale be endued with more 
Chriſtian Charity, as well as manifeſt a better Senſe and 
Judgment, than to think that railing againſt the Bre- 
thren, can poſſibly be a Mark and Character of thoſe 
who are dignified with an extraordinary Degree and 
Meaſure of the Holy Spirit of God; ſince the Apoſtle 
places @ Railer in Company with Fornicators, Drunkayds, 
and Idolaters, with whom he will not allow us ſo much 
as to eat, 1 Cor. v. 11, i. e. in the loweſt Senſe of the 
Expreſſion to have any intimate and familiar Conver- 
ſation with them (g). 
As for our Parts, whatever Thoughts either you or 
your new Teachers may entertain of us, we ſhall I hope 


by 


* _ ill... _ ah ————— 


7 ) Vid, Enthufaſm, &c. compar d, P. I. p. 16, 17. P. II. 12g, 
Þ) Idem, Part. I. p. 31. Part II. p. 52, 60, 80, 83. | 
% Vid, Hammond and Whitby in loc. 
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by the Grace of God take heed to our Miniſtry which 
we have received of the Lord, that we fulfil it in every 
Reſpect, Col. iv. 17. And we ſhall not only preac 
the Word duly to you in our diſtinct Congregations, 
bit ſhall be ready alſo to adminiſter our Advice and 


Counſel! to you privately on all proper Occaſions; to 


viſit you in your Sickneſs; to ſatisfy your Scruples, and 
reſolve your Doubts ; and nothing will yield us greatef 
Pleaſure than to be applied to by any of you in any 
Matter which may concern your eternal Salvation, 
And tho? thro? the Depredations of Popery, and the 
ſhameful Miſmanagement of ſome of thoſe who were 
Friends to the Reformation (7), the Maintenance of 
many of us is very ſmall and inconſiderable, yet we 
are willing to take the Church as we find it; and are 
content with that Support which is ſettled upon us by the 


Las, or derived from the free and voluntary Contribu. 


tions of our People. And ſuch of us who are in a State of 
Poverty and Hardſhip will comfort ourſelves with this 
Conſideration, viz. that if we faithfully diſcharge the 
important Truſt we have undertaken, we ſhall at the 
laſt Day receive the greater Reward from our Righteous 
Judge, the leſs we have received at the Hands of Men; 
And no Preſſures or Neceſſities of ours, how great 
ſoever, ſhall ever prevail upon us to uſe any ſiniſter 
Methods and artful Conttivances to draw any Bene. 
factions from our People, And tho' we think our- 
ſelves ſtrictly bound to contend earneſtly for the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, Jude 3, and to 
maintain the Chriſtian DoQtrine in its primitive Purity, 
yet I truſt in God we ſhall do this in a truly Chriſtian 
Manner, by charitable Diſpoſitions to all pious and 
well-diſpoſed Perſons who differ from us, and by be- 
ing at all Times willing and defirous to have a friend- 
ly and amicable Converſation with them. And when 
we have thus demeaned ourſelves, I hope that this 
W 
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(r) Vid. Heylin's Hiftory of the Reformation, paſm. 


$*-4 
— A 4 
- * o * 1 * 
* A : . 


ait, 7%. => ls 
TY * 2 x 
* . ha Cant £ 2 WP. 7 
* —P $A * 8 


ow . Sw + 
INIT IR ES 


8 * * 
= 7 ** 
r v9.2 pt N 


* 
* 
1 
1 
9 
ny 
= 
7 
- 
» 
** ; 
* 
4 
* < 
= 
Do 
= 
= 
= 
<2 
1 
4 
83 
od * 
— 9 
9 
1 
ba E 
1 4g 
_ 
25 
_ 
=” 
1 
4 2 
4 z 
-A 
5 4 
. 
» 
Fo. 
4 
i 
* 
> 
3 
& 
2 


8 
>" Ie» 


o . e 
1 8 . 


OE 92.82 J „ , 


— — T3 * oo” — = 0 > AX =y „ YT TTY OODDYT. OO ROY I TY. 


* > oo 43 © F : 
7 * 18 . * 
— 4 8 E . * — 2 by * 


. 
. 
- 
by . 
2 
og 
9 
* 
- 
4 
1 
3 
x 
= 
= 
38 
"= 
2 
* 
4 
2 
<> 
UW 
2 
= 
-Y 
= 
+ 
4A 
It 
» 
6d 
2 


5 1 ** 9 5 
e 
eee O © 74g . 
P 


a® 


- 4 * n et 1 tha A 3 
Ann n W 


8 
* e. LI * 


(57) 

will be a powerful Means of removing your Prejudices 
againſt us, and preſerving you in a ſtedfaſt and con- 
fant Communion with us in the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
And, if our Exhortations and Conduct ſhall obtain 
this good Effect upon you, it will afford Matter of 
the greateſt Joy and Delight to ourſelves. But if all 
the Con ſiderations which we can offer to you, will not 
gain your good Will and Affection towards us; if you 
will not endure found Doctrine, and ſhall (I do not 
ſay through your Luſts, but from a fantaſtical Deſire 
of Novelty) heap to yourſelves Teachers, having itcbing 
Ears, 2 Tim. iv. 3, and if by this Means you put 
vourlelves out of the ordinary Way of Salvation, by 
forſaking your proper Paſtors, and committing your 
Souls to ſuch Perſons who have little elſe to recom- 
mend them but a vain and confident Pretence to 
extraordinary Illuminations and Converſations with 
God, Sc. which is what the worſt and vileſt Heretics 
and Impoſtors in the former and latter Ages of the 
Church have ever Jaid claim to, and ſhall hereby in 
the End bring any Damage and Miſchief upon your 
Souls; I call God to witneſs, that the Blame will lie 
wholly on yourſelves, and not upon us. In which 
Caſe ours indeed will be the Grief and Sorrow, but 
the Iſſue and Event will be to yourſelves unpro- 
ſtable. Heb. itt. 17. We ſhall I hope deliver our 
own Souls by our Righteouſneſs. Ezet7 xiv. 20. And 
tho* we ſhall have ſpent our Strength for nought, and 
laboured in vain, yet will our Fudement be ſurely with 
the Lord, and our Work toith our God, Ia. xlix. 4. 
And with regard to the heavy Reflections which, as [ 
have before took Notice, are caſt upon us by your 
New Teachers, tho* we ſhall never in this Caſe recri- 
mipate, ſince our Holy Religion plainly forbids us to 
render to any one Evil for Evil, or Kailing for Kail- 
2%, but contrariwiſe Bleſſing,' 1 Pet. iii. 9, and there- 
ore we heartily forgive them, and pray to God to 
torgive them alſoz yet we humbly think that there i3 
ſo much due to the Dignity of our holy Function and 
Character as to let them know that we are above their 

I | Contempt, 
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Contempt, and deſpiſe their Cenſure; and may, in Con- 
ſequence thereof, without apy Breach of Modeſty apply 
to ourſelves that excellent Remark, . which a famous 
Orator made to a great Magiſtrate at his Entrance upon 
his Office, (with a Variation only of Number and Per- 
ſons) when he told him, That after the moſt upright 
and faithful Diſcharge of his Province he muſt expect 
the Inſults and Reproaches of ſome unworthy and ma- 
licious Perſons : For thus faith he to him, Ab omnibus 
2 laudaberis niſi ab iis a quibus non laudari maxima 
ft, ” 


The End of the Audreſi. 
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Gedlineſs is profitable untoall Things, having Promiſe of the Life 
that nw is, and of that which is ta come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
It is very rational to allow ourſelves a moderate Taſte of 
lawful and innocent Pleaſures, without ſuffering them to 
overwhelm and drown us : But this is to be fixed as an 


inviolable Rule, that no Pleaſure muſt be. purchaſed at 
ſo dear a Rate as the Neglect or Tranſgreflion of our 
_—_ Puffendorf's Law of Nature and Nations, B. II. 
C. 4. » LI, X | 
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Se, SOR f , SOSA STORM, 


Matt. xvi. 24. 


Then ſaid Jesus to His Diſciples, If any Man 
will come after me, let him deny . himſelf, and 
take up his Croſs, and follow me. | 


YRS. N order to underſtand the true Senſe and 
| : 5 Mcaning of theſe Words, it will be highly 


neceſſary to conſider the Occaſion of them, 
which was this: When Our Bleſſed Saviour 
R uns diſcourſing to His Diſciples concerning 
His approaching Death and Sufferings, St. Peter pre- 
{ently rebuked Him, ſaying, Be it far from Thee, Lord; 
thts ſhall not happen unto Thee, But be turned and ſaid 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou art an 
Offence to me, for thou ſavoureſt not the Things that be of 
God, i. e. Thou haſt no Regard to the Honour and 
Glory of God, in accompliſhing the Salvation of Man- 
kind by my Neath and Sufferings; but thou ſavoureſt 
tboſe that be of Men : i, e Your Thoughts are wholly 
taken up with the many and great Bleſſings and Ad- 
vantages which thoſeof your Nation vainly imagine and 
promiſe to themſelves from the Temporal Kingdom 
of the Meſſias; and then follow the Words of the 
Text, Then ſaid Jeſus to bis Diſciples, If any Man will come 
after me, i. e. will proteſs himſelf to be my Diſciple, 
let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow me, 
i. e. Let him renounce all the Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures of this preſent World, whenever the Enjoy- 
ment of them proves to be inconſiſtent with any Part 
of that Duty which he owes to God; and let him pa- 
tiently ſubmit to the ſevereſt Afflictions, and moſt tor- 
menting . Deaths, whenever the Glory of God and 
the 
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the Neceſſities ahd Intereſts of His Church require it 

of him. | | 
The only conſiderable Difficulty in which Paſſage of 
Scripture is exactly to determine how far the Force 
and Signification of the Words are to be extended, 
and whether the Doctrine herein delivered by Our 
Lord was calculated only for the Primitive Times of 
Perſecution, or that it be a conſtant and ſtanding Law 
and Precept in all Ages and Generations of the World. 
And it will be the more neceſſary to take this Matter in- 
to our ſerious Conſideration, not only by reaſon of the 
many. and great Miſtakes which too many Chriſtians 
have fell into upon this Point, but alſo becauſe an En- 
thuſiaſtical Set of Preachers, who are wandering up and 
down through the whole Nation to deſtroy and unſettle 
all the reaſonable Notions of Religion, and to throw 
Men into the utmolt Diſtraction and Confuſion, have 
moſt wretchedly miſtaken the Senſe of Our Bleſſed 
Saviour in this Place, as not only concluding it to be 
a Law univerſally binding to all Chriſtians, but that 
its Obligation reaches to the fartheſt Extent of the 
{trict and litera] Meaning thereof: Infomuch, that, ac- 
cording to them, if any one profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, 
he muſt not only renounce all ſuch Enjoyment of 
worldly Things as becomes inconſiſtent with his Duty 
and a good Conſcience, but he muſt moreover part 
with all his temporal Eftate and Riches, and diſcard 
all ſuch Gratifications as are beyond the neceſſary De- 
mands of Nature, and pay little or no Regard to any 
Superiority and Diſtinction of Earthly Quality and 
Pre-eminence, and not only be ready and diſpoſed in 
his Mind to ſubmit patiently to all ſuch Afflictions 
and Perſecutions which it ſhall pleaſe God to expoſe 
him to for the Benefit of himſelf, and the Advantage 
of Mankind, but alio in ſome Meaſure to bring them vo- 
Juntarily upon himſclf, by living in a continual State of 
Penance, Mortification, and Seli-denial of any confider- 
able Pleaſures of this preſent World, A hard Doc- 
trine this! and we may reaſonably ſay, in the Words 
of 
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of the Diſciples on another Occaſion, bo can bear it? 
John vi. 60. As if God did envy his Creatures the 
Bleſſings of His Providence, and that He had ſet the 
Happineſs of this World and that which is come at 
an irreconcilable Diſtance from each other; and that 
Perſecution and Suffering were ſuch an eſſential Con- 
dition of Chriſt's Goſpel, and in themſelves ſo well- 
pleaſing and acceptable to God, that a Man ſhould be 
made ſo much the happier in the next World, as he 
was the more wretched and miſerable in this. 

In order to ſhew the Weakneſs of which Notion, 
and to aſcertain the true Senſe and Meaning of the 
Words of my Text, I ſhall, fit, enquire how far the 
Doctrine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs is to 
be underſtood and extended as a neceſſary indiſpenſable 
Condition of Cbriſt's Goſpel: And then, ſecondly, I 
ſhall conſider the Neceſſity thereof to render any one 
a good Chriſtian, And, 2 

Firſt then, We are to conſider how far the Doctrine 
of Self. denial and taking up the Croſs is to be under- 
ſtood and extended as a neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
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4 4 Condition of Cbriſt's Goſpel. ; 
KB Now. it is certain that in the ſtrict Senſe of this 
Doctrine, as it implies an abſolute Renunciation of the 

Things of this World, the entire parting with Mens 
4 J Eſtates and Fortunes, and the ſubmitting to the moſt 
1 WE bitter Deaths and Sufferings, it is chiefly to be under- 
tod with relation to the Primitive Times of Perſecu- 
„ don, when Men were oftentimes obliged to give up their 
f worldly Goods and Poſſeſſions, yea and many Times 
a their Lives too, or to diſclaim their Religion, This is 


very clear and evident from the Context : For after Our 
Lord had lain down the Doctrine of Self- Denial and 
taking up the Croſs, in the Words of the Text, He 
immediately gives the Reaſon in the Verſe following: 
For whoſoever will ſave bis Life ſhall loſe i; and whoſoever 
will loſe bis Life for my ſake ſhall find it. Which Words 
are plainly relative to a State of Perſecution, and can- 
not with any Senſe be alledged as a Ground and Reaſon 
of 
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of theſe Duties in the ſettled and peaceable Times of 
the Church, For then the Argument mult have been 
laid upon this or the like Foundation, viz. You muſt 
utterly deny yourſelves all worldly Enjoyments, and live 
in a continual State of Suffering and Perſecution; becauſe 
otherwiſe you cannot attain to that divine Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind which is neceſſary to qualify you 
for the Kingdom of God; or becauſe the Nature ang 
Condition of future Glory is ſuch, that Men wil 

ſhine the brighter and more reſplendent therein, the 
more painfully they have gone through the Furnace 
of Affliction in this preſent World: But ſince Our 
Bleſſed Saviour argues only from the Impoſſibility of 
preſerving their Lives, and ſaving their Souls, upon any 


other Terms than the Denial of themſelves and taking 
up their Croſs, this manifeſtly evinces that the Doctrine 


of the Text is chiefly calculated for the firſt Times of 
Perſecution, when, as Our Lord obſerves in the parallel 
Place of St. Luke, Men were obliged to take up their 
Croſs daily, and follow Chriſt, Chap. ix. 23. And, as 
St. Paul declares, all that would live godly in Jeſus Chriſt 
were to ſuffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12, Not that it 
is the Meaning of Our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 
in theſe and the like Places of Scripture, that, even 
in thoſe Primitive Times, every good Chriſtian was 
unavoidably bound to ſuffer Perſecution, but only to 
be ready and a tas in his Mind to undergo it, if 
the Providence of God ſhould call him thereto as it 
was very probable he would do in that dangerous and 
difficult Seaſon, For thus Men are often ſaid in Scrip- 
ture to do that which they are firmly reſolved and dit- 
poſed in their Hearts to do. In which Senſe St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of himſelf and other Chriſtians long before 
his Martyrdom, ſays, We which live are always delivered 
zo Death for Jeſus's Sake, 2 Cor. iv. 11: i. e. In theſe 
hazardous Times of Perſecution we are always ready 
and willing to lay down our Lives for the Teſtimony 
of the Goſpel, Nay, we find that, when Perſecu- 
tion did actually ariſe in the Church, the Diſciples 


of Chriſt were not abſolutely obliged in all Caſes 
to 
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to ſtand the Brunt of it, but they might lawfully 
eſcape and avoid it, if they could do fo by fair and 
honourable Means, For thus Our Saviour Himſelf 
gave this Inſttuction to His Apoſtles, that when they 
were perſecuted in one City, they ſhould flee into another 
Matt. x. 23. From all which it is very apparent that 
the Doctrine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs, 
in the ſtri& Senſe of the Text, is chiefly to be accom- 
modated to the Primitive Times of Perſ:cution, and 
cannot be extended to the general State and Condition 
6f the Church, any further than that every good 
Chriſtian ſhould be fo firmly diſpoſed and prepared in 
his Mind to ſuch ſevere Inſtances of Self-denial and Suf- 
ferings whenever the Providence of God ſhall demand 
it of him, But what then? Are Men now in thefe Days 
entirely exempted from the Duties of Self-denial and 
taking up the Croſs, and at full Liberty to enjoy their 
Fortunes, and to indulge themſelves in the Pleaſures of 
the World, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to their Incli- 
nations? One would imagine indeed by the ſtrange 
Conduct of too many Perſons, who give themſelves up 
to a continual Courſe of Idleneſs, Voluptuouſneſs and 
Pleaſute, that they think themſelves not to be under the 
leaſt Reſtraints in this Particular. But this is a very 
great Miſtake, and of more dangerous Conſequence 
than the oppuſite Extreme. For the Doctrine of Self. 
denial and taking up the Croſs is ſtill in Force in the 
tull Extent and Rigour of it, in all ſuch Inſtances as 
God ſhall expreſsly require at our Hands, We are as 
much obliged now to ſell our Eſtates and give to the 
Poor that we may have Treaſure in Heaven, and to lay 
down our Lives for Chriſt's Sake as the Diſciples were 
in the very firſt Age of the Goſpel, if God ſhall lay 
upon us a particylar Injunction ſo to do, And even 
in the ſettled State and Condition of the Church, the 
Doctrine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs is ob- 
ligatory and binding upon all Chriſtians as well in the 
extraordinary as the ordinary Inſtances thereof. 

As to the Firſt. Tho' we may now and then (as 
ſhall be ſeen hereafter) enjoy the Pleaſures of Life in 
K 


due 
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due Proportion, yet at ſome particular Seaſons we 
are obliged to deny ourſclves the common Neceſſaries 
of Life, and to give up ourſelves to ſtrict Faſting and 
Prayer, whenever the expreſs Commands of our 
Governors, either in Church or State, or the more im- 
mediate Neceſſities of our own Souls demand it of us. 
And at ſuch a Time eſpecially, we muſt mortify our 
Members which are upon the Earth, as the Apoſtle directs, 
Col. iti. g. And indeed Morttfication is fo far a con- 
ſtant and indiſpenſable Duty of the Goſpel, that we 
muſt always be mindful to ſubdue the Fleſh to the 
Spirit; and that we do by no means ſuffer any of the 
Enjoyments of this World to engroſs too much of our 
precious Time, nor to gain ſuch an Aſcendant over us 
as to quench the divine and ſpiritual Life in our Hearts, 
For if we thus live after the Fleſh we ſhall die; but, if we 
through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Body, we 
Hall live, Rom. viii. 13. And indeed we ſhould be 
more than ordinary careful in this Particular; ſince if 
ſo great a Man as St. Paul found it neceſſary to keep 
his Body under, and to bring it into Subjeftion, leſt by 
any Means after he bad preached to others, he himſelf 
ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27, we who are 
great Sinners (and i y in theſe licentious Times) 
may well think that we are in the utmoſt Danger if we 
give up ourſelves without Remorſe and Concern to 
2 continual Courſe of Idleneſs and ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions. And ſo far muſt we always extend this Care 
and Vigilance over ourſelves, as never to ſuffer any of 
our Affections, how engaging and delightful ſoever 
they may be to us, to make the leaſt Incroachment 
upon our Virtue : But as ſoon as we perceive the moſt 
diſtant Inclination of that kind, to quell and ſubdue 
it immediately, tho? the doing of it ſhould be as pain- 
ful and dilagreeable to us, as the plucking out a right 
Eye, or the cutting off a right Hand, Matt. v. 29, 
30. And then, 

Secondly, With regard to the common and ordinary 
Inſtances of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs, they 
will for ever engage and oblige us in theſe following 

Reipects : 
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Reſpects: And, firſt, we muſt always deny ourſelves 
the Enjoyment of thoſe Pleaſures, how agreeable and 
entertaining ſoever they may be to us, which are in the 
leaſt Degree and Meaſure unlawful and ſinful : For the 
Soul that finneth it ſhall die, faith the Prophet, Ezek. 
xviii. 4. And the Apoſtle aſſures us, that Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſb fhall be upon every Soul of 
Man that doth Evil, Rom. ii. 8, 9. But this is ſo very 
plain and clear a Caſe, that no Man that believes the 
Scriptures, or indeed acknowledges the common Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion can poſſibly be ignorant of it. 
And therefore to what hath been ſaid upon this Head 
I ſhall only add thus much, that the Enjoyment of 
any earthly Pleaſure will be ſo far from excuſing us 
in the Commiſſion of Sin and Wickedneſs, that we 
ſhall not be juſtified in the leaſt Tranſgreſſion, tho? 
we might thereby gain to ourſelves the whole World. 
For, as Our Lord obſerves with the greateſt Wiſdom, 
what is a Man profited if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 

loſe his ozxon Soul ? Matt. xvi. 26. But, | 
Secondly, Tho? we may lawfully at proper Seaſons 
enjoy the Pleaſures and partake of the Diverſions of the 
World, if they are in themſelves innocent and inof- 
fenſive, yet we muſt not for the Sake of them at any 
Time neglect any one Part of Chriftian Duty, For 
God hath very diflintly commanded us to love Him 
with all our Hearts, and with all our Souls, Matt, xxii. 37. 
And Our Saviour hath required this as a Proof of our 
Love to Him, that we keep His Commandments, John 
XIV. 15. And that by keeping the Commandments of 
God is meant the keeping them univerſally is evident 
from St. James: For (faith he) whoſoever Hu keep the 
whole Law, and yet offend (i. e. knowingly and wil- 
fully) in one Point, be is guilty of all, chap. ii. 10. 
And Our Lord extends this Obligation even to the 
very loweſt Inſtances of Chriſtian Duty: For (ſaith 
he) whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commandments, 
Hall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. 
V. 19. Nay and further Our Saviour expreſsly de- 
clares, that if any Man come 10 Him, and hate not his 
RF: Father, 
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Father, and Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Bre. 
thren, and Siſters, yea ard bis own Life alſo, i. e. If 
according to the Jeiſb Manner of Expreſſion (a), he 
does not ſhew a leſs Regard ta theſe Things than to 


the Duty which he owes to God, he cannot be His 


Diſciple, Luke xiv. 26. And if this be fo, that our 
Attachment to the moſt valuable Bleſſings of this Life 
will by no means excuſe the Neglect of the very leaſt 


of God's Laws, ſurely thoſe Perſons mult be in a moſt 


dangerous Condition, who for the Sake of Company 
and worldly Pleaſure ſhall frequently omit ſame of 
the Principal and Important Duties of Religion, ſuch 
as the Reading of the Scriptures, the Devotions of the 
Cloſer, and the Prayers in the Family. For Our Lord 
very plainly enjoins us to read the Scriptures, Jobn v. 
39; and ſtrictly requires us to pray always, and not 10 
faint, Luke xviii. 1. And St. Paul ſpeaks much to 
the ſame Purpoſe, that we ſhould pray without ceaſing, 
1 Theſſ. v. 17 ; by which is not meant, as ſome En- 
thuſiaſtical Perſons have vainly imagined, that we mult 
be continually on our Knees, and at our Devotions (þ) : 
Or that Men who have themſelves and Families to 
maintajn by their Work and Labour, are bound to 
leave their neceſſary Buſineſs even upon the Week 
Days, whenever they have an Qpportunity of joining 
in the Service of the Church, as hath been of late 
ſuggeſted (c). For this 1s more than God requires of 
them; and tho? I would not by any means ſpeak any 
thing to the Diſcouragement of Publick Devotion, and 
really think that poor Men themſelves when they can 
conveniently attend on the Week Days upon the Public 
Prayers without any conſiderable Injury and Detrimept 
to their Buſineſs, cannot poſſibly employ their Time 
better, and ſhould not neglect ſuch an Opportunity 
of paying their Devotions to God]; yet on the 2 

| 2 Side 


(a) See above is the Addreſs, p. 18. 8 


(5) Vid. Caves Lives of the Fathers, p. 725, where you have an 
Account of the horrid Impurities of thoſe Hereticks, who pretended 
to theſe extraordinary Devotion,  *' © k 
(e) See a remarkable Paſſage to this purpoſe cited by Dr Seb; 
Ling, in his Diſcourſe on Religious Delufion, p. 21. in Marg. 
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Side J cannot but aſſent to the Jadgment of an ex- 


cellent Divine upon this Occaſion, that they are | 
unſkilful Preachers who would perſuade ſuch Perſons 
to attend upon the Public Service at theſe Titnes, to 


the Neglect of their neceſſary Callings: £ And there is 


no Queſtion but it is a great Sin for a Man to fail in 
« his Trade or Occupation by running often to Prayers; 
* it being a Demonſtration itſelf, tho? the Scripture had 
never ſajd it, that we pleaſe God moſt when we are 
doing moſt Good: And how can we do more Good 
* than by a ſober honeſt Induſtry to provide for our own 
« Houſchold, and to endeavour to have to give to him 
that needeth (d)? And with regard to the Ex- 
preſſion itſelf, of praying without ceaſing, it means no 
more than that Men ſhould every Day they live pray 
frequently, at leaſt two or three Times, to God, after 
the Example of the P/almiſt, P/al. lv. 17, withcut In- 
termiſſion. And Men are faid in Scripture to do that 
continually which they perform at the regular Times 
and Seaſons, Thus the Apoſtles were ſaid to be con- 
tinually in the Temple praiſing God, Luke xxiv. 5 


And how this is ro be underſtood St. Luke tells us, 


As ii. 46, where he obſerves they were daily in the Tem- 


— which is explained by chap. iii, 1, where he lets us 


now that they went into the Temple at the Hour of 


Prayer. And when the Apoſtle enjoins us to pray 
without ceaſing, the Expreſſion doubtleſs alludes to the 
daily Sacrifice of a Lamb, which was offered up in the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, and which tho? it was never of- 
fered up any oftener than twice in the Day, at the third 
and the ninth Hour, Exod. xxix. 38, 39, yet is 
called in Scripture the continyal Burnt-Offering, Numb. 
xxvili. 24, 31. : 

As to the Performance of private Deyotion in the 
Cloſct, all Chriſtians are agreed at leaſt in the Obliga- 
tion of the Duty, if not in the Practice, | 

And with reſpect to the great Duty of praying with 
our Families every Morning and Evening, tho' I will 

f not 


* 
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(4) Dr Crexali's e'; Fables, ip his RefleQipny, p. 103. 
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it, but ſhall leave every one to judge for himſelf in 


| alfo very conſiderable in its Influence upon the Reli- 


it will be hard to find any Divine of Note in all Europe 


| fo, you may eaſily judge with yourſelves what a heavy 
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not paſs any ſevere Cenſure upon thoſe who neglect 


this Particular; 51 this I will take upon me to af- 
firm, that the Obſervation of this Duty will not only 
be of the utmoſt Benefit and Advantage to every 
fingle Family, as it naturally tends to inſtil a Senſe 
of Piety into all the Members thereof, but it will be 


gion and Morals of the whole Nation: And I believe 


who hath treated upon the Duty of Prayer to God, 
that did not eſteem the Devotions of the Family to 
be a neceſſary and eſſential Part of it. I ſhall beg 
Leave to put you in Mind that the Author of Thy 
Wbole Duty of Man, that very beſt Book in the World 
next to the Bible, is very earneſt and zealous for the 
Performance of this Duty (e). And the great and 
renowned Archbiſhop Tillotſon, the Glory of our Church 
and Kingdom, had ſuch a Senſe of the Neceffity of Fa- 
mily-Devotion that he will not allow thoſe Perſons who 8 
neglect it to be eſteemed a Family of Chriſtians, or in- 
deed to have any Religion at all (). Ard if this be 


Account you will have to give to God at the laſt 
Day, if you can contentedly ſpend whole Days and 
Nights together (as too many Perſons ſhamefully do) 
in Drinking, Gaming, Company and Diverſion, and 
at the ſame Time ſhall think much of a few Minutes 
(for it would require no more) to be employed in 
your Families in Prayer to God, the great Author of 
our Being. And conſider ſeriouſiy whether ſuch a 
Conduct can poſſibly be reconciled with that perfect 
Love which we owe to God, that Contempt of the 
World, and that heavenly and divine Converſation, 
which are ſtrictly demanded of us by the Rules of our 
Holy Religion. 

What hath been ſaid here concerning the Neglect 
of Family Religion, will hold much more ſtrongly 
; with 


th. 
WS * 


(e) Chap. V. F. 12. 
Cf) Tillotſon, Vol. I. p. 596. 
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with regard to the horrible Profanation of the Lord's 


if. Day, in relation both to the publick and private Duties 
ily thereof. For the Obſervation of the Seventh Day is 
ry ſtrictly commanded by God in ſundry Laws and Fre- 
iſo cepts both in the Old and New Teſtament. And God 
be ſhewed the great Regard he had for this Law by the 
1 terrible and exemplary Puniſhment which He inflicted 
lol upon the firſt Tranſgreflor of it, Numb. xv. 32, Cc. 
5 Ard ſince God hath ſo expteſsly commanded this Day 
4 to be kept holy, there is no Authority, or Cuſtom, or 
* Example, tho? it were of all the Kings and ro 
E in the World, can preſcribe againſt Him (g). A 

75 ö therefore to neglect this Day, and eſpecially the Public 
14 Worſhip of the Church, which is the principal Duty 
he thereof, for the Sake of any Coinpany, how great' 
* ſoever their Quality may be, or any worldly Intereſt 
* and Pleaſure, and this in one fing'e Inſtance, unleſs 
. it be in Caſe of Sickneſs or abſolute Neceſſity and 
* Charity, is a manifeſt Violation of this Duty of Self- 
* denial ſo ſolemnly laid by Our Lord in the Text up- 
* on all His Diſciples. And ſurely then the Tranſ- 
Fu greſſion of thoſe Men muſt be. very heinous who 
11 make a common Practice of profaning this — 
nd travelling thereupon, in the very Time of God's 
lo) Public Worſhip, and by Drinking and Gaming at this 
5 Seaſon, to the great Diſnonour of God, the Corruption 
1 of our Youth, the Reproach of our Government, 
in and the Scandal of our Church and Religion: Since 
a” Machiavel and Hobbes, and many other Atheiftical- 


Writers have themſelves frankly acknowledged that 
the public Eſtabliſhment and Profeſſion of Religion is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Well-being and Happi- 
neſs ct any Kingdom (þ), But, 

| Thirdly, 


our — 
(g) Let us again and again ailure ourſelves of this great Truth, 
ec and always keep it in Mind, wiz. That no Cuſtom or Faſhion, no 
| common Practice, or even Authority in the whole World, can ren- 
817 der any thing innocent, or be a juſt Excuſe for it, if it be found to 


be contrary to any part of that Law (rightly underitood) which 
God hath given us as a conſtant Rule to walk by. 
Archbiſhap Synge's Rule of Self Examination, p. 27. 
Vid. Machiavel's Diſcourſe on Livy, Lib. i. cap. xi. Hobbe;'s 
Leviathan, Cap. xii. Towards 
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. Thirdly, Tho' we are unqueſtionably bound, by the 
Doctrine of our Text, to refrain from every Thing 
which is in the leaſt Degree unlawful and ſinful, an 
by no means to omit the loweſt Inſtance of Chriſtian 
Duty for the ſake of the Intereſts and Pleaſures of this 
World, yet, on the other Side, we are not obliged by 
any Rules of our Religion (unleſs God ſhall expreſsly 
require it of us) to ſell our Eſtates and give them to 
the Poor, nor to debarr ourſelves the Enjoyment of 
any innocent and lawful Pleaſures at proper Times, 
and with due Moderation, For as to that Paſſaye in 
Lake xii. 33. which is one of the Principal Texts which 
our preſent Enthuſiaſts alledge to this Purpoſe, it is 
impertinently urged by them on this Occaſion. For 
when our Saviour in that Place of Scripture ſays to hiv 
Diſciples, /ell that ye have and give Alms, He does not 
deliver Himſelf by way of exprels Command, as he 
did to the young Man in Matt. xix. 21. (i). Nor does 
He there lay down a Law that ſhall be univerſally bind- 
ing in all ages of the Church; but as many learned 
writers have well obſerved, he only ſpeaks according 
to the Genius of the Jewiſb language, by repreſenting 
to them how they ſhould be diſpoſed in their minds to 
act, upon any particular Emergency and neceſlity, 
And there are many Papers of Scripture in which this 
Form of Expreſſion is uſed, and the words delivered 
in an imperative and commanding ſtyle when they 
muſt neceſſiarily be underſtood only by way of quali- 
fication and ſuppoſition : I will at preſent mention only 
one which is inconteſtable, and that is in Luke xx. 36 z 

where 
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Towards keeping Mankind in Order, it is neceſſary that there 
ſhould be ſome Religion profeſſed, and even eſtabliſhed ; which 
cannot be done without publick Worſhip. And were it not for 
that ſenſe of Virtue, which is preſerved (ſo far as it is preſerved) 
by national Forms and Habits of Religion, Men would ſoon loſe 
it all, run wild, prey upon one another, and do what elſe the 
work of Savages do. 

Waolaften's Religion of Nature delineated, p. 24. See allo 
Dr Prideaux's Connect. Svo. Vol. II. p. 561, 562. 
(5} See the Adareſi, p. 35, Cc. 
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(73) | 
where Our Lord upon the Jewiſh Officers being 


ready at hand to apprehend Him, ſays thus to His Dif. - 


ciples, He that hath no Sword, let bim fell his Garment 
and buy ene. The Stile is plainly imperative; and yet 
no Man of Senſe ever imagined our Saviour required 
His Diſciples to provide themſelves Swords, to defend 


Him againſt His Enemies. For that is not only con- 


trary to the great End and Deſign of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
coming into the World, which was to lay down His Life 
for the Salvation of Mankind, but it is alſo manifeſtly 
inconſiſtent with the whole Context, and particularly 
with our Lord's rebuking Peter for drawing his Sword 
upon that Occaſion, Jobn xviii, 11, But the Words 
are only a ſymbolical Repreſentation of the great Dan- 
ger of our Saviour's Condition: As much as to ſay, that 
if the Matter was to be ordered and managed by hu- 
man Force rather than by Prayer and Vigilance, there 
wonld have been the higheſt Neceſſity of furniſhing 
themſelves with Arms for His Defence, as a learned 
Critic hath rightly obſerved upon the Place *, And the 


ſame manner of Expreſſion is uſed in the Text we are 


now conſidering. Our Saviour means no more than 
that His Diſciples ſhould fit fo looſe in their Affections 
to the Things of this World, and have ſuch a ſuperior 
Regard to Heavenly Treaſures, that for the fake of 
them they ſhould be eminent and abounding in the 
Works of Charity, and be ready at all Times to part 
with their whole Eſtates and give them to the Poor, 
when God ſhould expreſsly require it, or the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Church ſhould manifeſtly demand it of 
them. And it will be no Objection to this, that the 
firſt Chriſtians at Jeruſalem did actually give up their 
Eſtates upon this Occalion , and had all things common, 
Acts ib. 44, 45. For this was no more than a voluntary 
Compact and Agreement among themſclves (tho? pro- 
bably not without the Direction of the Holy Spirit) 
which was of ſingular Ule and Service to the Church 


c that Scaſon; but never deſigned to be drawn into 
| general 


—— 


( Vatablus, in loc. 
I Sce Mr Law's Spirit of Prayer, Part I. p. 86, 
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general Law and Practice, as is evident from ſeveral 
Paſſages of Scripture, where we ſoon after find a mani- 
feſt Diſtinction made between the Rich and the Poor; 
and that the former are frequently exhorted to be liberal 
in their Charity, and particularly upon every Lord's 
Day to lay by ſome Part of their worldly Goods for 
the Poor according as God hath proſpered them, 1 Cor. 
xvi, 2, And that a greater or leber Reward is promiſed 
to them in another World in proportion to their chari- 
table Diſtributions in this. 1 77m. vi. 17, Sc. 2 Cor. ix. 1 
to 8. And it is further demonſtrable from the Ac- 
knowledgment which St. Peter made to Ananias, when 
he paſſed Sentence upon him, with his Wife Sappbira, 
for their heinous Sin of Sacriledge in keeping back 
Part of the Price of the Land ſold by them, the whole 
of which they pretended they had dedicated to God and 
His Church; viz that whilſt it remained it was his 
own and after it was ſold it was in his own Power, 
i. e. his peculiar Right and Property. As v. 4. Of all 
which Places of Scripture no poſſible Senſe could be 
made, if Men had not their Fortunes in their own 
Hands, but had diſpoſed of them into one common 
Bank and Treaſury : The Expreſſion therefore in As 
11. 44, of having all Things in common, mult either ſig- 
nify a voluntary Compact amongſt the firſt Chriſtians 
to ſell their Eſtates for the Benefit of their poor Bre- 
thren; or, as many learned Men have very wiſely 
obſerved, it may imply no more than that the Charity 
of theſe Perſons was ſo abundant and overflowing, that 
they did in à manner hold their Eſlates in common, by 
being ready to part with them on any Occaſion when 
the public Good of the Church ſhould require it (H, 
as many of them actually did at this Seaſon , but not 
that they were under any Obligation from the Laws 


of the Golpel to do ſo (%, which is manifeſtly incon- 
ſiſtent 


% Vid. IWtitby in loc. 

„% Omnia communia Uſu videlicet charitatis auz certa ratione 
exercebatut, ut ex proximo verſa conſtat. Nimium igitur ſunt im- 
pudentes qui Platonis delirium ſequ'iti Meum & Tuvm tolli 
Evangeliſtæ doctrina ex hominum ſocietate volunt. Bexza in loc. 


(75) 

ſiſtent with ſeveral other Paſſages of Scripture which 

I have juſt now recited. 
And ſo far is the Holy Scripture from giving any 
Encouragement to that Levelling Principle which our 
reſent Enthuſiaſts now ſo warmly conrend for, and 
trom ſuppoſing with them that there is little or no 
Allowance to be made for the different Expences of 
Men according to the Difference of their Quality and 
Station, that in many Places it very clearly intimates 
an eminent Superiority of Condition in ſome Perſons 
above others, which cannot poffibly be ſupported with- 
out an Enlargement of F xpence and Fortune (n): And 
our Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf very plainly obſerved to 
His Diſciples, that they which are gorgeoufly apparelled, 
and live delicately, are in Kings Courts, Luke vil. 25. 
without paſſing the leaſt Cenſure upon them for ſo do- 
ing (a). And St. Paul lays it down as a fixed Rule, that 
Parents are bound to lay up for their Children (o), 
2 Cor, xii. 14, and accounts That Man to be worſe 
than an Infidel who neglects to make Proviſion for his 
Family, 1 Tim. v. 8. And indeed tho? it is certain that 
Temporal Riches and Proſperity are no Part of the 
Sanction of the Goſpel, as they were expreſsly ſo of the 
Law of Meſes, yet I defy any Man to prove from any 
Fart of the New Teſtament, that they are ſo utterly ex- 
cluded from the Goſpel Covenant, as that it is impoſſible 
for a Man to be a good Chriſtian, and at the ſame time 
rich and honourable in this World, provided he does not 
truſt in his Riches (for it is only of ſuch Perſons that 
our Saviour hath pronounced that ſevere Sentence in 
Mark x. 24, 25, of the Difficulty of their entering into 
the Kingdom of Heaven) but that he behaves himlelt in 
L 2 his 


n) See 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Rom. xiii. 7. 

() *ty iua]io 146 &vSEws i. e. quo utuntur viri nobiles & ſuis 
opibus illuſtres. Bexa in loc. 

% Hinc fit ut etiam citra auxilium legis civilis prima bonorum 
ſucceſũo liberis deferatur, quia creduntur parentes illis ut corporis 
ſui partibus, non tantum de neceffariis ſed et de his quæ ad vitam 
ſuavius honeſtiuſque tranſigendam pertinent quam uberrime voluiſſe 
proſpectum, ab eo maxime tempore, quo ipſi rebus ſuis frui non 
poſſunt. Gret. de jure Belli & Pacis, Lib. ii. Cap. vii. 5. 5. 
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(76) 
his high Station, (as it cannot- be denied but that many 
of the greateſt Men have done, and as bad as the 
worl1 nw is there no is doubt but that many ſtill do) 
with ſingular Piety, Humility, Charity and Mode- 
ration, And it is certain that the throwing dowa all 
Diſtinctions of Men in this World, and reducing them 
to an Equality of Fortune, (which our frantic Enthu- 
ſlaſts are now aiming at, like the German Anabaptiſts 
tormerly, till they can get the Riches of the World into 
their own Hands (p), and then ÞIl engage for them 
they will immediately ſ-e the Neceſſity of Property) 
would be of the utmoſt miſchievous Conſequence to 
Mankind, as it would at once deſtroy all the conſi- 
derable Trade and Commerce of Nations, put an effec- 
tual Bar to the neceſſary Ex:rciſes of Mechanics and 
Hubandry; encourage the Idle and Proflgate to live 
npon the Labours of the Induſtrious and Diligent, and 
by that Means throw all Things intothe greateſt Diſ- 
order and Confuſion. And therefore turely it muſt be 
a very unworthy Thought of our Dear Saviour to ima- 
gine that it ſhould be eltabliſh:d by Him as a nceæſſa- 


ry and eſſential Fart of His Holy Goſpel, 
What hath been ſaid of Riches holds equally true 


of the Pleaſures of this Life. It is not inconſiſtent with 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion to enjoy them at their proper 
Seaſons, and within their due Bounds and Limits. We 
may now to uſe the Words of Solomon, eat our Bread 
with Joy, and drink our Wine with a merry Heart un- 
der the Goſpel, as well as they might do under the 
Law, Eccl. ix. 7. And it is the Character of the Son 
of Man Himſelt. that he came eating and drinking, in 
Oppoſition to Fobn the Baptiſts Rigour and Auſterity. 
And our Lord work'd a ſignal Miracle at Caxa in 
Galilee, by turning the Water into Wane at the Marriage 

Feait, 


— 
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(p) Vid. Sleidan. Commentar. Lib. x. before cited in the Ad. 
dreſs, P- 27 
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Feaſt, for the Dignity of. the Bridegroom, and the Ho- 
nour of the Feſtival (q), Jobn 2. and he was alſo preſent 
at that grand Entertainment which St. Matthew made 
at his being called to be His Diſciple, Luke v. 29. 
Matt. ix. 9. 10; Which plainly ſhews that it is in pb 
wile 


— 


nnn 


) A late learned Writer, who hath gone very deeply into the 
Scheme of Methodiſm, with regard to the Rigours and Auſterities, 
required by the new Teachers of their Diſciples, is ſo miſerably 
gravelled at this paſſage of St Jobn, that he will not allow it to be 
true Wine, the Juice of the Grape, into which the Water was 
here turned, but a heavenly kind of Wine, which had not the 
quality of common Wine, but tended to allay the Heat and 
Diſorder of the former Drinking; by which I profeſs I do 
not underſtand what he means, unleſs it be the divine and hea- 
venly Converſation of our Saviour. And yet ſo fatal is the Witch - 
craft of Enthuſiaſm, that he will not grant that there was any more 
Water turned into Wine, than in that one Cup, which was carried 
to the Ruler of the Feaſt. ver. 8, 9. And if ſo, it will be difficult 
to underſtand, how this one Cup could allay the Diſorder of the 
Prinking in the other Gueſts at the Entertainment, and why our 
Lord ſhould order fix large Veſſels to be filled with Water, only to 
turn ſo {mall a Portion of it into this heavenly Wine for the Ruler 
of the Feaſt. To this idle notion therefore, we will oppoſe the 
Judgment of the great Grotius, wiz. that when Chri/ ſaid to the 
Servants, Fill the Water-pots with Mater, there was no other Li- 
quor mixed therewith, that the 'Truth of the Miracle might more 
clearly appear: ſo that the Change was in the Water-pots, and 
not in any Cups which might be drawn from them. And with re- 
ard to the Fact itſelf: It is not brought in as the Parables are, 
or the Illuſtration of ſome moral Truth; but it is repreſented as a 
real Hiſtory, or elſe there is no ſuch in the four Goſpels. And in 
the eleventh Verſe of the Chapter, the Apoſtle calls it the beginning 
of Chri/”'s Miracles. And in the fourth Chapter, when our Lord 
had cured the Nobleman's Son, who was ſick at Capernaum, he 
adds in the laſt Verſe of that Chapter, This 7s again the ſecond Mi- 
racle wehich jeſus did when he was come out of Judea into Galilee. 
But now if the Tranſaction in Cana was not truly Miraculous, 
I would earneſtly deſire our Author to let us know which was the 
firſt Miracle the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, for there is no other but the 
Miracle we are now conſidering mention'd in the Hiſtory, The 
Account therefore of this Writer is a monſtrous Perverſion of the 
Holy Scriptures, to ſerve a wretched and illnatured Hy potheſis; 
and I am loth to put him in mind of what St Polycarp ſaith upon 
this Occaſion in his Epi. ad Phillippenſ. F. 7. wiz. That the 
Man who perverts the Oracles of the Lord to his own Luſts, is the 
Firſt-born of Satan. 

Law's Appeal, p. 219 to 227. 
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wiſe unlawſul at ſome proper Seaſons to indulge our- 
ſelves in a moderate Enjoyment of the Satisfaction and 
Pleaſures of this Life. And we might otherwiſe juſtly 
aſk to what purpoſe hath God given us richly all things 
10 enjoy, if it were diſpleaſing to Him that we ſhould 
enjoy them? 1 Tim. vi. 17. Why hath He on every Side 
ſurrounded us with His Bleſſings, if it will in the End 
prove a Curſe to us to partake of them? And for what 
Deſign hath he encloſed the moſt precious Jewels in 
the very Bowels of the Earth, if they were not ap- 
pointed for the Ornament of Mankind and the Diſ- 
tinctions of Quality? And to ſay no more, it would be 
very abſurd and incongruous that the Vallies them- 
ſelves when they are filled with Corn ſhould laugh and 
fing, Pal. Ixv. 13, if at the ſame time the Lords of this 
Creation, for whom all the Delights of Nature were 
originally deſigned, muſt of Neceſſity be overwhelmed 
with Sadneſs and Melancholy. But then we muſt be 
very careful that we do not fall into any Extremes and 
fatal Miſtakes in this Matter, Tho? we are not bound 
to part with our Eſtates, unleſs God ſhall expreſsly re- 
quire it of us, as hath been clearly ſhewn, yet we 
ſhould carefully remember that we are not in this 
World ſtritly ſpeaking Proprietors of our Fortunes, 
but Stewards ; and conſequently that we are not left 
at liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe, but according 
to our Maſter's Will: And for that Reaſon we muſt not 
ſquander them away in Riot and Luxury and in extra- 
vagant Gaming, as too many Perſons now inconſide- 
rately do; and tho' they abound in good Senſe and 
Wiſdom in other reſpects, do herein betray the 
greateſt Imprudence and Indiſcretion, by committing 
the entire Dependance and Support as well as the Dig- 
nity and Reputation of Themſelves and Families to 
the deſperate and uncertain Iſſue of Hazard and 
Chance ; but we muſt manage them viſely and fru- 
gally, and employ a conſiderable Part of them in 
pious and charitable Uſes, And thu” we may now 


and then lawfully enjoy the Pleaſures of Lite, yet we 
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(79) 
muſt take good Heed that we fo uſe this World, as. 
not abufing it, 1 Cor, vii, 31, And how agreeable 
ſoever any of the Delights of the World may be to 
us, yet we muſt never for the ſake of them commit 
any thing that is ſinful, nor omit the leaſt Part of 
Chriſtian Duty, nor ſpend too much of our precious 
Time in the Enjoyment of them, for which we muſt 
give a ſtrict Account to God at the laſt Day; and 
which muſt be regularly employed in the Works 
of our Callings, in the - aan Exerciſes of Religion, 
and particularly in a diligent Reading of the Holy 
Scriptures. And after all that can be ſaid of Pleaſure, 
ſince on the other Side it is certain that Man is born 
to Trouble as the Sparks fly upwards, Job v. 7; and 
thro* much Tribulation we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 
God, Acts xiv, 22; we ſhould therefore be always 
prepared to meet our God, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Amos 
Iv. 12, 1. e. we ſhould bear all the Calamities and Af. 
flictions of this Life with Patience, and whenſoever it 
ſhall pleaſe our Lord to call us to Sufferings, we muſt 
be ready at all Times chearſully to e up our Croſs 
and follow Him. 

And thus having clearly and fully ſtated the Doc- 
trine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs, there 
will be leſs Occaſion of ſpending much Time in the 

Second Place, To ſhe the Neceſſity thereof to ren- 
der any one a good Chriſtian : For this hath been in 
great meaſure conlidered already by ſignifying, that we 
muſt deny ourſelves the Enjoyment of any Thing which 
is in the leaſt Degree unlawful and ſinful, or incon- 
ſiſtent with the very loweſt Part of Chriſtian Duty: 
To what has been faid therefore it will be only neceſ- 
lary to add this Conſideration, viz. that no Man can 
ſerve two Maſters, for either he will love the one, and 
hate the other ; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe 
the other : Ye oannot ſerve God and Mammon, Matt. vi. 
24. And therefore, as the Apoſtle directs, Love not 
the World, neither the Things that are in the World. 
F any Man love the World, the Love of the Father is 
not in bim, 1 John ii. 15, And if we do not love God, 
we 
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we ſhall not keep His Commandments, Jobn xiv. 15; 
and if we do not keep His Commandments, we 


cannot poſſibly be ſaved, becauſe as our Saviour aſ- 
fures us, Not every one that ſaith unto Him, Lord, Lord, 


ſpall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but be that 


aveth the Will of His Father which is in Heaven, Matt. 
vii. 21. Let us then conſider this Matter ſeriouſly, and 
efpecially at this Time, be extreamly careful that we do 
not give any Offence to the Adverſaries of our Church 
by our Impieties and Exceſſes: And tho? we may law- 
fully in ſome Meaſure enjoy the World, yet none of 
its Enjoyments can ſurely be of any great Value in 
themſclves, becauſe the Faſhion of the World itſelf paſſeth 
away, 1 Cor. vii, 31. And ſince we find by Experience, 
that all the Pleaſures of this Life ate empty and trifling, 
fo that we may juſtly ſay with the Wiſe Man, Vanity 
of Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccl. i. 2. For this Reaſon 
kt us never ſet them up in Competition with the true 
and effectual Satisfaction of the Peace of Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of God's Love and Favour. And be- 
cauſe it is certain we mult ſoon die, and leave all 
Things in this World behind us, therefcre the ſooner 
we wean our Aﬀections from the Things of this Life, 
it will be the better for us, as it will make us the more 
willing to leave the World, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
Ged to call us out of it. But however, ſo long as 
we live in the World, let us be ſure to enjoy it with 
great Moderation and Temperance ; and therefore let 
us never be ſo fooliſh and bewitched, as for the Sake 
of the trifling Intereſts and Pleaſures thereof to forteit 
that immenſe Happineſs and Glory which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him; ſuch as Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart 
ef Man to conceive, 1 Cor. ii, 9. Of which that we may 
all be Partakers I pray God in His Inhnite Mercy to 
grant, for the Sake of Our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chrift, to Whom with the Father and the Bleſſed Spirit 
be aſcribed, as is molt due, all Honour and Glory, 
Might, Worſhip and Dominion, now and for cver- 


more, Amen, 
FINIS. 
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